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We Welcome Mark Mares,  

Seminary Intern  
 

Tell us a little about your geographical and family roots. 

I was born in Holland, MI where I attended Holland 
High school, and then Hope College. Both of my grand-
parents settled in Holland as migrant workers. My 
mother’s father planted a Pentecostal church in      
Holland that I grew up attending. My mother is half 
Puerto Rican/Mexican and my father is Mexican. 

What, and who, have been influences in leading you towards becoming a pastor? 

Seeing the role faith played in my family growing up has always been a 
strong anchor for me. My grandpa was a pastor, my uncle was my pastor 
growing up, my brother-in-law planted a church, and my brother is a worship 
arts director here in town. Throughout my life there have been people and 
experiences that have shaped my call to begin my journey at WTS. 

What are the best and the hardest things about seminary training? 

The best thing is I get to learn from some brilliant minds, engaging in       
meaningful conversations with other students who are passionate about 
Christ, and the call to serve God has placed in their hearts. The hardest thing 
is that there isn’t enough time in the day for any extra reading! 

What hopes do you have for your internship with Second Reformed Church? 

I’m looking forward to getting to know the community here at Second as we 
walk together in all areas of life and ministry. My hope is that I can get       
involved in as many of the great opportunities as possible  #deepandwide 

What book do you recommend that we all read? 

Surprised by Hope: Rethinking Heaven, the Resurrection,  
and the Mission of the Church  …………………………….. by N.T. Wright 

This book was very formational for me in my time as an undergrad student. 
Reading through it I was enamored by Wright’s ability to carefully craft a 
book that expounds the wonderful reassurance we have in Christ’s             
resurrection. 
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View from the Pulpit . . .                                   K. Voskuil 
     

New Beginnings, New Faces, New Opportunities to be the Church 
 

 I’m completing two full years of ministry here at Second.  It has been a very good    

transition for my family and myself.  I am deeply grateful for the many ways in which you have 

enfolded us into your life and into the life of this wider Zeeland community. It isn’t always easy 

for a Holland High grad to say, “Go Chix,” but I am doing just that and am really enjoying this 

new season of ministry with you.   

 
 That being said, I’m also excited by what God has in store for us each new tomorrow.  

As we move into the fall, we’ll celebrate new people in our pews who will attend worship at 

Second for the first time; new visitors who enter into our facilities for the first time to attend 

an art show; new friends who will join their first-ever youth group event; new children who 

will gather in a Children and Worship center for the first time; and so on.  Our choral refrain of 

“Deep and Wide” is taking root in our midst in very real ways, which is wonderful. This also 

means that there are new faces for us to intentionally welcome, love, and enfold like you did 

with my family when we moved into Zeeland two years ago this month.     

Second is a warm, authentic, genuinely multi-generational church that isn’t 

afraid of being a church.  I love this about Second and warmly desire others to       

experience what my children are now growing into with you.   

 

Congregational Meeting- October 2 
 

 We’ll gather immediately after the 10:00 am service next week to  

consider the recommendation to change the ministerial status of Miriam and 

Eric from “ministers under contract” to “installed pastors.”  While this status 

doesn’t change their financial package, it would affirm their continued role 

as pastors at Second and within our classis where, sadly, no other women 

are currently installed.  We are fortunate to have a strong, gifted staff and 

consistory, and I am personally thankful for the many ways you support us 

and help us to grow in our servant-leadership.  Please feel free to contact   

myself or our Vice President, John Query, if you have further questions about 

this change.    

                In Christ, 
Pastor Karsten Voskuil 

karsten@srczeeland.org 
 

STAFF CONTACTS: 
Rev. Eric Barnes 
      Assoc. Pastor of Youth & Young Adults          
      eric@srczeeland.org 
Rev. Miriam Barnes 
    Associate Pastor of Young Families 
     miriam@srczeeland.org 

Rev. Gordon Bruns  
    Director of Music & Worship 
     music@srczeeland.org  

Mark Mares 
      Seminary Intern 
      mark@srczeeland.org 

Amber Eledge 
      Housekeeping 
      ambereledge@gmail.com 
Hope Olson       
      Administrative Assistant      
      office@srczeeland.org 
Alberto La Rosa 
      Seminary Intern  
      alberto.larosa90@gmail.com 

Rev. Dianne Mugg  
     Pastor of Care & Calling 
     dianne@srczeeland.org 

Doug Postma 
     Facilities Manager 
      doug@srczeeland.org 

Jordan Vermeer 
     Seminary Intern 
      jordan@srczeeland.org 

Rev. Karsten Voskuil  
      Lead Pastor 
      karsten@srczeeland.org 
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 In June the 2015/16 consistory met for an orientation retreat for current 

and new members.  Thanks was expressed for the faithful service of 

David Bosscher, Mary Elhart, Wallace Mugg, Suzanne Visser and Dennis 

Scheppers who had retired from the active consistory.  New members 

David Janssen, Greg Visser, Kathi Carlson and Sheryl Dykstra were 

warmly welcomed into this planning session for the new church year. 

 Consistory and the congregation have thanked Audrey Edewaard for 

sharing her remarkable gifts as a Seminary Intern for two years.          

Consistory members were informed about Mark Mares and Jordan     

Vermeer coming as new interns in the fall.  Alberto and Anna De Rosa 

have moved into the Elm Street home and will work with adult           

ministries and youth ministries respectively. 

 A Congregational Meeting has been called for Sunday, October 4 after 

the 10 am service to discuss a new status for Rev. Miriam and Rev. Eric 

Barnes, as well as a brief update on progress of the capital campaign 

committee. 

 Continuing conversations are ongoing about offering equitable benefits 

plans for our staff, management of the grounds of our facilities, varied 

ways to offer care to our membership, and more. 

 Immediate repair projects were reviewed, including rebuilding the west foundation wall of the church 

and installing new windows at the 222 Cherry Street house. 

 Consistory has voted to purchase new hymnals, Lift Up Your Hearts, to use as a primary resource for    

worship. 

 A new email list and phone contact process is being worked on to replace the prayer chain that has been 

used for many years to share urgent prayer needs for congregational members and friends of Second 

Church. 

 

 
       

     
  

  

   

Consistory Considerations  . . .                                 John Query  
CONSISTORY MEMBERS 2015/16 

* Rev. Karsten Voskuil, President 
 

Board of Elders 

* John Query, V/P of Consistory 

                jrquery@gmail.com  
* Karen Den Herder, Chair of Elders  
                karendh1954@yahoo.com             

* Elly Butler, Clerk of Elders 

                  elbutler@charter.net 
* Patti Bing, Clerk of Consistory 

                 patiken@sbcglobel.net 
   David Janssen 
   Greg Visser 
 

Board of Deacons 
 
* Phung Lam, Chair of Deacons 

                 phunger99@gmail.com 

* Doug  Barense, Treasurer 

                 doug@barense.com 

   Chad Guy                  

   Kathi Carlson 
   Sheryl Dykstra 

   Sheri Holstege 
   Martin Vander Velde   

(* Executive Committee) 



  

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 
Lift Up Your Hearts  –  “Lauda, laude!” 

 

 A few Sundays ago, Audrey and Eric Edewaard graced us with a rendition of Leonard Bernstein’s  

“A Simple Song.” The song begins, “Sing God a simple song. Lauda, laude. Make it up as you go along. 

Lauda, laude.”  Lauda is an imperative of the Latin verb meaning “Praise!” Laude comes from a Latin noun 

for praise, suggesting an origin or source. Put these together, and you get something like “Praise out of 

your praises,” or – forgive me, Mr. Bernstein – something like this: 

 
“You: sing praise like you already like to praise — 

and get creative with something new while you’re at it, too.” 
 

 That is what we are committed to doing here at Second Church as an intergenerational, warmly 

liturgical church, celebrating the legacy of music and worship passed down to us and through us, and 

learning new expressions in music and worship that engage all of our generations too.  Lauda, laude! 
 

 This fall an important new instrument in our worship will be Lift Up Your Hearts. That is the name 

of a new hymnal produced jointly by the Reformed Church in America and the Christian Reformed Church. 

After careful review by an Ad Hoc Committee of interested members, the Worship Committee, and the 

Board of Elders, we have purchased Lift Up Your Hearts to be our primary worship resource.  
 

 This hymnal is a diverse collection of hymns, spiritual songs, and liturgical materials. It reflects the 

progression of church music down through the generations, and it includes many new materials created in 

recent years, even more recent than The New Century Hymnal. Because it has been produced by and for 

Reformed churches, its liturgical resources are oriented to Reformed worship. It includes music suitable 

for every season and Sunday of the church year. It includes the psalms, some of them from traditional 

metric psalters and others in freer musical forms. It includes many of the songs we have printed in our  

bulletins recently, thus reflecting and enhancing our recent trends. 
 

 Please help us mark the transition from one hymnal to the next. On Sunday mornings we will give 

thanks for The New Century Hymnal on October 11 and will open a new chapter in our corporate worship 

with Lift Up Your Hearts on October 18.  At an informal Service of Song and Prayer on Sunday, October 11 

at 5:00 p.m. we will reflect briefly on The New Century Hymnal before introducing several of the features 

of Lift Up Your Hearts.  Lauda, laude! 
 

 Transitions like this are both exciting and challenging. The canon of sacred music is always evolving. 

Some of the hymns we have loved to sing are in both hymnals; some are not. And no hymnal can contain 

everything we will want to sing in our worship—we will still be printing some of our own. As we change 

hymnals, we want to know which of the New Century Hymnal hymns have become important to you so 

that we can keep them in our minds for future use. And when you discover something in Lift Up Your 

Hearts that appeals to you, let us know that too so that we can also look for ways to include those.  
 

Lauda, laude!                     Gordon Bruns, Director of Music & Worship 


