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Deep and Wide:  Further Conversation 
 
 Next time you are in church, look around you.  You will see faces you don’t          
recognize and you will not see some friends who have simply quit attending church.  
Across our country, and even in Western Michigan, the number of Christians who have   
either changed churches or who have left church altogether is huge.  As our church seeks 
to be both inviting and to offer opportunities for deep and abiding faith (Deep and Wide), 
we need to understand why people leave our church.  Knowing that, we can take action 
where needed to avoid driving people away—and just as importantly—to invite our friends 
and neighbors back to church. 

 Many of the reasons we leave church are obvious and legitimate, and we won’t 
spend much time on those.  Some folks move or marry.  Others leave church because they 
are  narrowly connected around some specific ministry or worship style or staff member.  
When that changes they go elsewhere.  I would hope for a broader church connection, but 
perhaps this is also a legitimate cause for changing churches. 

 Unfortunately—and sometimes to our shame as church members—our friends 
vanish from our pews for sad and difficult reasons.  These come under some broad        
categories: 

NO COMMUNITY.   
       We are the COMMUNITY OF CHRIST.  Recall the Acts 2 description of the Jerusalem 

church which met, ate, learned and shared together.  That was a beautiful community.  
However, when we don’t welcome and include and integrate members into our       
fellowship, they never become connected or engaged.  There are also times when 
members themselves choose to avoid involvement with church.  Either way,             
community is thwarted;  leaving is an easy choice. 

OFFENDED!   
        Let’s face it, we are too easily offended and we are too slow to beg forgiveness.  Some 

offenses are real and should be courageously addressed.  Others are less real but still 
are important in the mind of the offended one.  Additionally, some leave because they 
hear truth being preached. 

IRRELEVANCE.   
        Do members hear preaching or participate in ministries that engage with issues       

important to their lives?  Are we invited into a relationship with Christ that transforms 
the way we live?  If not, we will seek relevance elsewhere.   

SHUNNING.   
        Consider for a moment what might lead you to avoid me.  Intentionally or not,          

differences between us  create barriers unless we actively work to break them down.  I 
know that my biases (yes, my bigotry) pain the heart of God. 

 Can we completely stop our friends and neighbors from leaving our church?  
Probably not, but we can take some steps individually and as a body of believers that will 
connect us all more deeply and enduringly to this community of Christ and to each other.  
Let me warn you, however, that if you are looking for easy fixes, you will be disappointed.  

   (Continued on page 3)  
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View from the Pulpit . . .                                   K. Voskuil 

Thick into the Season of Lent, 2015 
 

A Living Word 

 The preaching texts during the Season of Lent are often tougher to chew.  Just this past        

Sunday we heard Jesus rebuke Peter and tell the rest of us to take up the cross.  This Sunday we’ll    

witness our savior overturn tables in the temple and disrupt religiosity, in general.  As we move closer 

to the core story of Christ’s passion, we’ll be even further humbled by the sheer cost and beauty of 

God’s love.  I encourage you to listen to these texts and explore worship with an openness of heart.  

God’s living word always challenges and comforts, but I find this especially true during this season 

where we follow Jesus all the way to Calvary.  I pray that you will also find this season filled with 

grace and meaning, even as we work through these strong texts together. 

 

Name Tags? 

 Yes, we’re going to designate the rest of March as name tag month at Second!  It is thrilling to 

have a mixture of newer members, first-time guests, and longer-term members as part of our          

worshiping body each Sunday morning.  As we continue to extend ourselves deep and wide, it is    

important that we work on nurturing community.  Learning names and learning each other’s stories is 

a huge part of this nurturing work.  I invite you to put on a name-tag before going into worship and to 

use this name tag to pass Christ’s peace and invite each other for 

coffee and conversation following worship. 

 

Elders and Deacons 

 It has started.  We are officially praying for our next class of 

elders and deacons.  Nomination forms and further information will 

be sent out next week.  Please join the consistory and staff in praying 

for clear wisdom in who God has in mind for these vital offices.  As 

you pray, please consider whether you are being led to consider this 

opportunity to serve.  We need people excited and willing to use 

their gifts of leadership and to be part of a healthy community of 

leaders.  While specific gifts are needed for each office we’re also 

looking for those wider gifts of gratitude, patience, honesty,          

enthusiasm, boldness, humility, wisdom, the ability to listen, and a 

generosity of spirit.  Might this be you?        

 

 

 

 

STAFF CONTACTS: 
Rev. Eric Barnes 
      Assoc. Pastor of Youth & Young Adults          
      eric@srczeeland.org 
Rev. Miriam Barnes 
     Associate Pastor of Young Families 
     miriam@srczeeland.org 

Rev. Gordon Bruns  
     Director of Music & Worship 
     music@srczeeland.org  

Audrey Edewaard 
      Seminary Intern 
      audrey@srczeeland.org 

Amber Eledge 
      Housekeeping 
Hope Olson       
      Administrative Assistant      
      office@srczeeland.org 
Alberto La Rosa 
      Seminary Intern 
      alberto.larosa90@gmail.com 

Rev. Dianne Mugg  
     Pastor of Care & Calling 
     dianne@srczeeland.org 

Doug Postma 
     Building and Grounds 
      doug@srczeeland.org 

Rev. Karsten Voskuil  
      Lead Pastor 
      pastor@srczeeland.org 

To Anticipation,   

Karsten 
       pastor@srczeeland.org 



SECOND  REFLECTIONS PAGE  3 

 Karsten continues to begin our consistory meetings by reading from       

Philippians 2: 1-11 which sets out characteristics of the ministry of Christ:             

self-sacrifice, humility, obedience, serving others.  We then ask ourselves how that 

might apply to our own attitudes and ministry.   

 We also discuss our emphasis on Deep and Wide which encourages a     

profound and vital relationship with Christ and breaks barriers to inviting everyone 

to share in that.  Actually, Philippians 2 and Deep and Wide speak to the same 

need; to become more like Christ in the way we are open to serving the least, the 

last and the lost.   

                           Other consistory discussions and actions: 

 Possible changes to the Elm Street ministry – Along with a group of interested 

members that has been rethinking the purpose and methods of the Elm Street 

home, the consistory is considering a way to make this ministry serve our 

church’s current ministry more directly and creatively. 

 The New Capital Campaign – The organizational meeting of the campaign has 

taken place with committee members Ken Bing, Sue Cook, Don Van’t Hof, 

Kathy Carlson, Doug Barense and Dave Bosscher.  The committee is consider-

ing how best to communicate with members and to assess capital needs.   

 Elders continue work towards membership rolls that genuinely reflect how our 

members engage with our church. 

 We are beginning the careful process of seeking new consistory members to 

take the place of those whose terms of service will end in June, 2015. 

       
Deep and Wide, continued 

 
 First, and most importantly, each of us must believe that creating and sustaining warm connections to each 
other are both vital and a personal responsibility.  Some of us are more naturally gifted relationally, but none of us can 
simply consider it someone else’s job.  This commitment is a vital starting point. 

For those looking for specific ideas, try these: 

 Make a new friend at church every Sunday.  This can be a visitor or a new member or someone who has been 
attending for years.  Needless to say, this won’t happen if you stick with the same person or crowd.  It takes 
commitment and courage.  Try this conversational phrase, “You look like someone I would like to get to know”.   

 Join something new and different at church.  Become part of a different group.  Branching out is how a tree 
grows. 

 Encourage church leaders to create stronger community.  Affirm them when they take positive steps. 

 Consider yourself warmly hospitable.  Invite someone to share an interesting conversation with you.   

 Come to grips with your own biases that create barriers between you and others.  Once you understand them, 
actively work to address them.  We rarely miss the biases we give up.   

 Our commitment to Deep and Wide means that we invest the passion and perseverance needed to create  and 
to sustain a warm and inviting community of faith. 
 

Consistory Considerations  . . .                             Dave Bosscher        

CONSISTORY MEMBERS 2014/15 
Rev. Karsten Voskuil, President 

Board of Elders 

*David Bosscher, V/P of Consistory 

                daveboss@hotmail.com 

*John Query, Chair of Elders 

                jrquery@gmail.com 

*Elly Butler, Clerk of Elders 

                 elbutler@charter.net 
  Patti Bing 
  Karen Den Herder 
  Mary Elhart 
  Wallace Mugg   

Board of Deacons 
 
*Suzanne Visser, Chair of Deacons                   
  sjoyvisser@msn.com 

*Doug  Barense, Treasurer 

                 doug@barense.com 

*Chad Guy, Clerk of Consistory 

                 chadaguy@gmail.com 

* Phung Lam, Clerk of Deacons 

   Sheri Holstege 
   Dennis Scheppers 
   Martin Vander Velde   

(*Executive Committee) 

    Soli Deo Gloria,     Dave Bosscher 



  

 
 
 Our daughter, Greta, will turn two in May. She loves church - the building, the people, and more! Whenever 

we’re in the building, she is eager to walk into the sanctuary and sit in a pew or climb up into the choir loft (and      

honestly, sometimes to run up and down the aisles or hear how resonant her voice is in that space). On Sunday      

mornings when the choir is rehearsing in the sanctuary she will listen with rapt attention for 5 minutes or more. She 

seems to know that it’s a sacred place meant to be filled with the joyful noise of God’s people of all ages. I love    

watching her grow in her relationship with all the generations of the church during coffee time or Second Cup or on 

Wednesday nights. It’s evident that she likes being here and fully feels a part of the family of God here. (Thank you, 

Second Church, for this incredible gift.) Even though Greta has yet to worship with us much on Sunday mornings, it’s 

obvious that she’s paying attention to what people do at church and how people respond to the place and experience 

of church. 

 As the child of two pastor parents it’s a relief that so far her experience of the church is positive. It’s obvious 

from our growing numbers that many children are finding a positive experience of church here at Second. Whether 

we’re parents of young ones now or not, I believe all of us long for children to have a positive experience of the 

church, especially one that means they continue to participate in the life of the church and engage the journey of 

faith.  

 There’s plenty of press these days about the    

spiritual “nones and dones” and what the church can or 

ought to do in response. What much of the research     

continues to highlight is that parents/guardians are the 

number one influence on children and youth for religious 

life and participation. (No pressure, parents!). This means 

that when families don’t make church life a priority, their 

children are not very likely to grow up and make the 

church a priority. If parents talk about and act as if church 

is a chore or boring or for social status, that’s how their 

children will talk and act.  

 It’s not really surprising information. We (parents 

or not) can all probably think of examples of when a child watched what we did or said and then proceeded to do the 

exact same thing. Our children are paying attention at home AND at church. Our children are noticing what we do and 

don’t do - what we say and how we say it.  

 All the more reason for us to continue to make Second Church a place where our children are welcomed and 

engaged and where parents are nurtured and equipped. This is why worship centers modeled after our Sunday    

morning worship times are so important. It helps children to make connections and to continue to grow in their 

knowledge and experience of God’s Word. This is why a Journey to the Table class that invites families to talk together 

about baptism, communion, celebration, and gratitude is so important. It’s a time to engage and learn together so 

that we can be better prepared for questions and conversations about communion and the life of faith. This is why 

Wednesday night dinners and activities that bring us together as the diverse body of Christ are so important. As we 

share in a meal together we can have real conversation about the ups and downs of life. All of these are wonderful 

ways of many that we can continue to engage in the life of faith together, equipping the church of today for the     

journey ahead. Thanks for being a part of the body of Christ at Second Church!  

 Miriam Barnes, Associate Pastor of Young Families 

“Behold, children are a heritage from the LORD” …     Psalm 127:3 


