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Deep and Wide: A Glossary of Terms 
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“Deep and wide, deep and wide, there is a fountain flowing deep and wide.”   
 

At the January 27th consistory meeting, we discussed how the phrase “deep and wide” 

gives expression to a direction and focus of our current ministry.  In this, we are not only 

deepening our commitment to discipleship, we are also widening our welcome to others. 

Who, exactly, are these others?  Sociologists have created some helpful terms that I’d like 

to define. 

Nones.   

 “Nones” are persons, often younger adults and youth, who describe themselves as 

being “spiritual but not religious.”  As such, “nones” desire spiritual exploration and have a 

basic belief structure, but are cynical about organized religion.  While often unaffiliated 

with a particular religious body, seekers from this demographic may be much more open 

to an ala carte type of religious expression-- picking and choosing parts of a variety of     

belief systems.   

Dones.   

 Sociologists are using this term to describe people who have been very connected 

in a religious organization (church) but who have completely stopped doing so.  Sociologist 

Josh Packard has spent time studying this group, which can also be called, “dechurched.”  

In his research, “dones” are often some of the most involved and committed members of a 

former church.  In other words, they can go from being fully involved to completely         

disengaged.   

Under-churched.   

 Here is where I think of many people in the Zeeland/Holland area who have some 

limited background in a congregation.  These are the people who know the basic story of 

Jesus but who have had few positive experiences in being part of a community that loves 

Jesus.  These are the people who are interested in Christ but who are skeptical of          

Christians.   

There are many reasons people choose not to be part of a worshipping congregation.  I 

have many family members and close friends who want little to do with the church.  I’m 

saddened by this, but I refuse to give up. God’s love is for all and I know that God refuses 

to give up on us.   

In many ways, as we discuss how to widen our welcome, we need to realize that it isn’t 

our role to twist arms or argue people into our pews but that it is our calling to help (all) 

people taste and see that the Lord is good.   
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View from the Pulpit . . .                                   K. Voskuil 

        We joined churches around the world on Sunday in praying for our unity as found in Christ. 

                   Following is an edited slice of my sermon that I preached on this theme (John 4:7). 

 

 Christian Unity is the awareness that none of us alone has the full gifts necessary to reach into 

the cracks and corners of life; rather, as a wider body, God gives us all that is needed to be Christ’s very 

presence within this world.  Christian Unity is the effort of listening to voices within our own churches 

we sometimes ignore; it is the work of forgiveness, cooperation, and even compromise in light of the 

larger goals of the cross; it is a basic task of treating every person loved by God as someone worth our 

love, as well.  This includes persons who voted for someone different this past fall. This includes per-

sons who dunk instead of sprinkle at the font. This includes persons who wear scarlet letters in today’s 

society. This even includes persons we don’t always like.  I learned this lesson, yet again, a few years 

ago while over in Lansing. 

 It was vacation, and we were staying with my wife’s parents over a long weekend.  This also 

meant that we needed to agonize over where to worship on Sunday.  You see, at the time, Gretchen’s 

parents were what people often call “church shopping” and, to their credit, they realized that our    

family wouldn’t be overly excited by attending the large, non-descript mega-church they were        

gravitating toward.  So, Gretchen’s father graciously suggested that we attend one of the two RCA 

churches in the area. We’ll just say that the pastor of this church is not someone with whom I always 

see eye-to-eye. As such, I reacted coldly, even harshly, to the idea--no way could I ever worship with 

that church. Gretchen then reminded me of my inconsistency.  She is good at doing so.   

 I passionately preach about being part of a church family and the responsibilities we claim in 

our very ordination vows.  I talk a big game about supporting the ministries of our denomination and 

what it means to be part of covenant-community, like the Reformed Church.  And yet in this case, I 

acted like such support and covenantal connectedness were only as strong as my personal                

preferences.  Which isn’t true.  Our unity is bigger and deeper than any personal preferences.  We 

worshiped at this church that Sunday morning and I appreciated doing so. 

 Indeed, we need each other in every layer and level of the church. 

 In this, God has gathered us together for a purpose. It is so easy to do and think just the        

opposite: Sin separates.  Our brokenness divides.  Our selfishness and pride tear us apart. In fact, I bet 

the Evil One loves when we battle one-another, especially when we fight over relatively trivial matters. 

Yes, it is so easy to build the walls, to embrace the cynicism, and even to allow our differences to spew 

hatred and animosity within the body and into the wider world... 

 Except, we are a people baptized into the reconciling love of Jesus Christ. This means that 

our Triune God is working at the just the opposite of our brokenness and our sin.  Instead of dividing, 

God is reconciling all things in Christ.  Instead of destroying relationships and communities, God is at 

work restoring these intended gifts of love.  Instead of walking away from a world seemingly out of 

control, God is busy at redeeming all that is to be redeemed.   

 A huge part of being the church—of being Christ’s very body—is the work of creating               

interconnected circles of oneness and togetherness. Being the church means modeling to the wider 

world what relationships look like when they glorify God. Being the church means actively pursuing 

reconciliation like Christ pursued it—all the way to the cross.   

 In Christ,    Karsten              pastor@srczeeland.org 
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 An observation:  Sometimes when we are in the middle of things we don’t 

see what is right in front of our faces!  At our January 27th consistory meeting I 

noted something really encouraging.  Our leadership meetings – deacons, elders 

and consistory – are marked by both healthy differences and a sense of unity.  We 

are able to debate an issue with room for disagreement but, at the same time, 

agree on how to move forward together.  You may be aware that this is not      

common among all consistories, and we thank God and appreciate the hard work 

of many who make it  possible. 

 Six months ago we decided (after discussion with the Worship Committee) 

that we would celebrate communion during the “main seasons” and “high holy 

days” (approximately one-half of Sundays) at the 10 o’clock service while           

continuing to observe communion at each 8 o’clock service.  At this recent      

meeting your elders discussed communion again.   

 Elders sense a movement of the Holy Spirit during communion, as well as 

feeling that it is a time of both celebration and healing.  Elders love sharing the 

bread and the cup with you, relishing the connection that takes place at that       

moment. They describe an intense fellowship of the saints during communion,  

along with a flow of God’s grace.   

 Because of that experience your elders are moving towards more frequent             

communion, but they also feel the need for a longer period of discernment.       

Because of the church calendar communion will take place more frequently over 

the next months, but we will again explore the 

frequency of celebrating communion at our May 

consistory meeting.  Please speak with an elder 

to express your thoughts. 

 The consistory also continued to think about Deep and Wide as a concept 

that could provide vision for us as a body of believers, as well as creating ways by 

which others could perceive what is most important to us.  Please read Karsten’s   

article on the first page of this Second Reflections. 

 

Here are several other topics from our meeting: 

  Letters have been sent to a number of members asking them to clarify their 

membership status with our church.  We expect those responses  soon.   

 We are putting together a Capital Campaign Leadership Group to jump start the 

new Capital Campaign.  You will hear much more about that  in the near future. 

 We are giving thought to the ministry of the Elm Street house and how it might 

best fit with our current ministry. 

                                                                             Soli Deo Gloria                                             
             Dave Bosscher 

V/P of Consistory 
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CONSISTORY MEMBERS 2014/15 
Rev. Karsten Voskuil, President 

Board of Elders 

*David Bosscher, V/P of Consistory 

                daveboss@hotmail.com 

*John Query, Chair of Elders 

                jrquery@gmail.com 

*Elly Butler, Clerk of Elders 

                 elbutler@charter.net 
  Patti Bing 
  Karen Den Herder 
  Mary Elhart 
  Wallace Mugg   

Board of Deacons 
 
*Suzanne Visser, Chair of Deacons                   
  sjoyvisser@msn.com 

*Doug  Barense, Treasurer 

                 doug@barense.com 

*Chad Guy, Clerk of Consistory 

                 chadaguy@gmail.com 

* Phung Lam, Clerk of Deacons 

   Sheri Holstege 
   Dennis Scheppers 
   Martin Vander Velde   

(*Executive Committee) STAFF CONTACTS: 
Rev. Eric Barnes 
      Assoc. Pastor of Youth & Young Adults          
      eric@srczeeland.org 
Rev. Miriam Barnes 
     Associate Pastor of Young Families 
     miriam@srczeeland.org 

Rev. Gordon Bruns  
     Director of Music & Worship 
     music@srczeeland.org  

Audrey Edewaard 
      Seminary Intern 
      audrey@srczeeland.org 

Amber Eledge 
      Housekeeping 
Hope Olson       
      Administrative Assistant      
      office@srczeeland.org 
Alberto La Rosa 
      Seminary Intern 
      alberto.larosa90@gmail.com 

Rev. Dianne Mugg  
     Pastor of Care & Calling 
     dianne@srczeeland.org 

Doug Postma 
     Building and Grounds 
      doug@srczeeland.org 

Rev. Karsten Voskuil  
      Lead Pastor 
      pastor@srczeeland.org 



  

Music:  Deep and Wide 

  

 In the current and January issues of Second Reflections, our pastor Karsten introduced the concept of 

“Deep and Wide” to describe our life before God, particularly focusing on Deepening our Commitment and 

Widening our Hospitality.  I for one love this framework, and I love how the same concept can be used in 

exploring and understanding different parts of what we do together. 

 Lately I’ve been thinking about how “Deep and Wide” also plays out in the realm of church music. 

Part of our collective self-image has been that we are multi-dimensional, that we love and promote music 

that has substance, meaning, and “gravitas” (Deep), while at the same time crossing narrow boundaries of 

habit or comfort to reach into others’ values and experiences as well (Wide). Your comments repeatedly  

affirm an appreciation for both of these dimensions, relating both to the texts and to the styles of music. 

 Thinking about church music in these terms also pushes us beyond some of our common ways of 

talking about it: traditional vs. contemporary; formal vs. vernacular; old vs. new; ours vs. theirs (Yikes!).        

It drives us to pay even closer attention to why we do what we do; to pay attention both to the ways music 

deepens our worship and widens our relationships with others; to include things that challenge and teach 

us, while also finding simpler, organic expressions of prayer and praise. 

 A similar conversation is happening all around us. Every new hymnal in the last generation has       

included new music of different styles, cultures, and language; trying to select the most durable new songs 

while striving to preserve a canon of hymns that perpetuates a living tradition. At the same time,                

representatives oriented to Praise Teams are blogging about the rich source available in historical hymnody, 

encouraging their colleagues to learn its language and love its poetry and to rediscover the beauty of       

congregational singing. 

       Success in being both deep and wide requires careful attention to several things:  

 Striving for balance helps assure everyone that they are included.  

 Robust initiative keeps us learning new things of all kinds so that familiar things don’t become stale 
or overworked.  

 More participants and a variety of talent makes more 
things possible, both with what is familiar and with 
what is new.  

       So to this I invite you:  
 
Join the song in whatever way you can. Our music will 

be both a means to and an expression of a life before 

God that is Deep and Wide.  

Gordon Bruns, Director of Music & Worship 


