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The Shepherds, Mary, and News of an Empty Tomb 

 

 Luke’s gospel describes the shepherds returning to their fields after     

seeing baby Jesus at the manger.  They returned, “glorifying and praising God 

for all they had heard and seen” (Luke 2:20).  From the angels confronting these                

sheep-handlers with awe to the actual visit with swaddled Jesus, the eyes of 

their hearts were opened enough for a response of glory and praise.   

 Fast forward some 33 or so years later to where, in John’s gospel, Jesus 

meets Mary Magdalene outside of the empty tomb.  Her life is also changed        

forever in realizing that her beloved savior has risen from the dead.  Her          

response is to return to the disciples so as to tell them what happened.  The 

shepherds are the first evangelists of the newly born Jesus, whereas Mary     

Magdalene is the first apostle of our risen savior.   

 These biblical characters weren’t extraordinary people by any means, 

but they were willing to share their experiences of grace with others.  As we 

deepen our commitment to Christ and widen our hospitality in Christ’s name, it 

is good to remember how simple our task really is in terms of sharing our        

experiences of grace with others.   

 

 Please continue your reading on Page 4 where practical ways of widening            

hospitality are discussed as we strive to share with others God’s grace and gifts to us. 
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View from the Pulpit . . .                                   K. Voskuil 

Eastertide 2015 

       Commitment to the Teaching Church 

 Two of our long-time members, Dwight Wyngarden and Gordon Alderink, have recently died in 

Christ.  I join others in grieving their loss while also celebrating the hope of the resurrection from the 

dead.  Dwight’s funeral was on Maundy Thursday and Gordon’s on Easter Monday.  It has been a    

powerful weekend of grief, celebration, and hope in the life of our church.   

 There has also been plenty of news coverage regarding the death of another person with a 

connection to Second Church.  Robert Schuller, RCA minister and creator of the Hour of Power, also 

died this past week.  Robert had a large impact on the wider American landscape as well as a complex 

relationship to the RCA itself.  I honor his dedication to Christ and creative ways of reaching out to   

others whom the church has sometimes ignored.  I also honor his role as a seminary intern here at   

Second Reformed Church.  Like Audrey and Alberto, Robert learned how to navigate liturgy, pray, 

preach, and lead here within our community of Christ.  You’ve been a wonderful teaching church for so 

many seminarians over the years.  Thank you for your vital role in shaping the next generations of 

ministers and leaders of the church.  Good teaching churches are a gift. I know this first hand, as Ken 

Eriks took me on at Fellowship Reformed Church in Holland.  At that time I was headed to graduate 

school but by the end of my two years at Fellowship I was excited to jump into parish ministry.  Along 

with the other pastoral staff, we look forward to continuing this commitment and investment in    sem-

inary students.    

 

 A Huge List of Thanks 

 From Palm Sunday through Easter Monday, we hosted 12 different worship 

services at Second (along with two visitations and two graveside services off-site).  It 

was a gift to work alongside an amazing staff and so many worship leaders, flower-

preparers, funeral lunch hosts, bulletin folders and the like.  Well done, good and 

faithful servants!  Please hear my appreciation.   

 Please also join me giving public thanks on a Morning of Celebration and 

Appreciation on May 17.  We’ll have space during worship for gratitude, as well as a 

catered brunch following in Fellowship Hall.     
 

Summer Planning 

 As we continue finalize plans for this summer, I’d like to highlight at least one 

important commitment.  Starting on the Wednesday after  Memorial Day, we’ll 

host a weekly worship service along with a time of food and fellowship.  This even-

ing is something that will compliment existing opportunities for worship and commu-

nity formation.   

 We’re hoping that this simple service (likely similar to our daily services     

during Holy Week) offers worshipping opportunities for people who are away during 

the weekends as well as space for continued growth as a community.  More is being 

planned in the next few weeks, but please know that I’m excited for further ways we 

can gather in God’s name around prayer, scripture, ice-cream cones, and warm 

Wednesday evenings!  Please keep all 

of this in your prayers. 
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With Easter Joy, 

Pastor Karsten Voskuil 
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    Membership is important.  During the fall, we explored the privileges 

and tasks of being engaged and vital members of Christ body here at our church.  

This month we addressed a different aspect of membership as we were required 

to report member numbers to Zeeland Classis.  As you are aware, our church’s 

active membership has grown over the past 18 months.  Classis also asks our 

consistory to indicate that we are being faithful to our duties as leaders of our 

church. 

  The nominations committee described progress with selecting members 

to replace the 4 consistory members whose terms end in May.  We are blessed 

with a number of capable leaders who would serve well as consistory members.  

We are trying to bring together the right blend of all the factors that allow our 

consistory to function and serve well.  As of this printing nominees (for elder)

David Janssen and Greg Visser and (for deacon) Kathi Carlson and Sheryl Dykstra 

have been named.  

 The 2015-6 draft budget becomes important this time of year.  The     

deacons proposed an initial budget document noting that work still remains to 

be done to refine the proposed budget.  Thanks to Craig Wasson who has       

assisted in drafting the budget.  Your consistory does careful work to prepare a 

budget that will be presented at the yearly congregational meeting in May.  The 

consistory does note that our financial picture is blessedly healthy at this time. 

 Our church and staff continues to enjoy a mutually beneficial                 

relationship with 1st Reformed, Zeeland.  We are planning joint ministry                 

efforts with our youth along with ministry in our neighborhood.                          

        
The SRC New Capital Campaign 

 

Growing children need to be fed.  This is also true of growing churches.   It is especially vital to look forward to 

plan what resources will be needed to support and sustain growth in both children and churches.  We do not want to 

run out of the needed resources in the middle of a growth spurt. 

The New Capital Campaign is one important way to support growth.  The original Capital Campaign began over 

5 years ago because of major facility and resource needs that were apparent even before this growing phase in the life 

of our church  started.  The need is even more apparent now.   The members of the New Capital Campaign committee 

have meeting to think about resources needed for growth. 

We are considering when we will roll the campaign out.  That will likely be later summer or early fall.   To      

prepare for the roll out we are working on a communications plan as well a means by which we can determine the 

most critical projects to support.    

Sue Cook, Doug Barense, Kathi Carlson, Ken Bing and Dave Bosscher are members of the New Capital Campaign 

committee.  Any of us would welcome a conversation with you about the New Capital Campaign at any time. 

                                   David Bosscher 

Consistory Considerations  . . .                             Dave Bosscher        

CONSISTORY MEMBERS 2014/15 
Rev. Karsten Voskuil, President 

Board of Elders 

*David Bosscher, V/P of Consistory 
                daveboss@hotmail.com 

*John Query, Chair of Elders 
                jrquery@gmail.com 

*Elly Butler, Clerk of Elders 
                 elbutler@charter.net 
  Patti Bing 
  Karen Den Herder 
  Mary Elhart 
  Wallace Mugg   

Board of Deacons 
 
*Suzanne Visser, Chair of Deacons                   
  sjoyvisser@msn.com 

*Doug  Barense, Treasurer 
                 doug@barense.com 

*Chad Guy, Clerk of Consistory 
                 chadaguy@gmail.com 

* Phung Lam, Clerk of Deacons 

   Sheri Holstege 
   Dennis Scheppers 
   Martin Vander Velde   

(*Executive Committee) 



  

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

Widening Hospitality is More about Posture than Anything Else 
 

 While eating lunch in one of the eating areas of the Field Museum, Gretchen noticed a woman at an 

adjoining table grimacing in pain.  Sure enough, her back had locked up when carrying an oversized baby 

stroller.  She was alone with three children, her cell phone didn’t have service, and she couldn’t move.  To 

her credit, Gretchen immediately offered help (ibuprofen, getting medical assistance, and anything else this 

person needed).    

 Sometimes we think Christian hospitality can be easily “accomplished” with better coffee, fancier 

church websites, and maybe even slicker worship experiences.  This is the Field of Dreams “build it and they 

will come” type of mentality so pervasive in the American church today.   And yet, more vital than         an-

ything that we could ever build or create is that primary posture of caring enough to love others and to 

invite them into experiences that have brought grace into our own lives.   

 This is true of Gretchen seeing someone who needed help at the Field Museum.  This is true of Mary 

racing back to tell the disciples that Jesus lives.  This is true of the shepherds praising God in public ways so 

even the sheep could experience their excitement.  This is true when our 4th graders invite their friends to 

join them at Second Stop.  This is true when someone prepares a meal for a neighbor.  This is true when we 

take the time to read scripture with our children before bed.  This is true when we collect food for His    

Harvest Stand, or build homes with Habitat for Humanity, or share the gospel with the Words of Hope.  This 

is true when we intentionally pray for a friend who has just lost a loved one.  This is true when we invite     

someone to join us for worship, or Bible Study, or Men’s group at Vitales’, or wherever else such love can 

be shared.  This is true when we treat people like incredibly precious children of God instead of possible 

notches to be etched on the belt .   

 Indeed, hospitality is less of a program as it is a posture. It is a posture of thankfulness for all that 

God has done in our life.  It is a posture of excitement for all that God promises to complete through us.  It 

is also a posture of participation in that our seemingly ordinary acts of kindness, invitation, and love are re-

ally the building blocks for God’s wider work of reconciliation, redemption, and restoration.     

 

Christ is Risen, Indeed!         Pastor Karsten Voskuil  


