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So they took branches of palm trees and went out to meet him, 
crying out,  
 “Hosanna! Blessed is he who comes in the name of the 
   Lord, even the King of Israel!”                      John 12: 13 

 
 

“Whoever has my commandments and keeps them, he it is 
who loves me. And he who loves me will be loved by my     
Father, and I will love him and manifest myself to him.”  

Judas (not Iscariot) said to him, “Lord, how is it that you will 
manifest yourself to us, and not to the world?”  

Jesus answered him,  “If anyone loves me, he will keep my 
word, and my Father will love him, and we will come            

to him and make our home with him.”   
John  14: 21-23 
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View from the Pulpit                         K. Voskuil 
Invitational Hope 
 The Board of Elders provides direction and oversight to the wider work of theology and worship at 

Second.  This is important and ongoing work.  Not only are we discussing the role and  frequency of the Lord’s 

Supper, but also the fundamental question of who is actually invited to the meal.  In our liturgy, the Lord’s 

Supper (also known as communion and the eucharist) is a means of grace.  In other words, through the power 

of the Holy Spirit we believe that God is revealed to us in powerful ways through the sharing of bread and cup.  

Specifically, the meal helps us enter into the central story of Christ’s death and resurrection.    

 The RCA gives individual Boards of Elders the responsibility to consider the specific language of        

invitation to this means of grace.  Many churches within our tradition, like Second, now invite  children of all 

ages to the table.  Many churches require baptism as the one prerequisite.  Some churches require a formal 

profession of faith or even a “mini-profession” with the elders before children are invited.  Some churches are 

now opening the table to all persons, without regard to  baptism and prior church background.   As the elders 

work through these issues, I warmly ask you to join me in praying for all persons to experience the fuller 

beauty and transformative power of God when celebrating at the table of grace.   

 If you’d like to learn more about the issues involved in the conversation, I invite you to Google the 

November 19, 2012 cover article from the Christian Century by Charles Hefling entitled “Who is       

communion for?”   You may also wish to investigate Jim Brownson’s very helpful book, The Promise of 

Baptism: An Introduction to Baptism in Scripture in the Reformed Tradition  (Eerdmans). 

 

Candidates, Visit, and Lots of Prayer 
 Since January, after Zach announced his desire to step down from his role with our youth and family 

ministries, the Consistory and Executive Committee have been discerning what type of  staffing structure best 

moves us into our preferred future.  Helping to grow and develop the discipleship of young families, youth and 

younger adults is a large part of this preferred future.   

 After prayer and various conversations, the Consistory has asked a specific husband/wife couple 

from out of town to interview and discern with us whether, or not, there might be a good fit.  In this case 

both persons are seminary trained and are either ordained or ordainable as Ministers with the RCA.  Both also 

have experience and passion in working with younger persons and families.  Because one of the two currently 

serves a congregation we need to keep names confidential until they visit us April 14-16.    

 Everyone in the congregation is invited to a dessert with the candidates on Monday, April 14 at        

7 pm.  This will be an informal opportunity to learn more about one another.  During their visit other            

interviews and gatherings are being planned with the consistory, staff, youth, parents, and persons directly 

involved with our ministries to children, families and youth.   

 Please continue to pray for all involved with this discernment, and do not hesitate to contact me for 

more information.         

                            With Easter Anticipation,     Karsten   
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 You may (or may not) recall a Second Reflections article in February about membership.  You are thinking,      
“If this guy is writing another article about membership, he is pretty desperate”.  And while that may be true, let me 
tell you why membership is such an amazing concept!  

 Our nonmember culture shies away from joining or belonging to something.  We get suspicious when someone 
approaches us trying to rope us into something.  So what is so amazing about membership?  A 2009 Gospel Coalition 
blog post says this about membership: 

In joining a church you make visible your commitment to Christ and his people.  If Christ and church are             
important to you, you should stand up and be counted.  People will notice.  They’ll make comments and ask 
questions.  Good things happen.  Amazing! 

Making a commitment makes a powerful statement in a low-commitment culture.  You are saying, “I am         
committed to this group of people and they are committed to me….and I’m sticking with this.”   Amazing! 

We can be overly independent.   We do give some things up when we become members but we are part of      
something bigger than any one of us.  That’s amazing, too. 

Joining the church will help your pastor and elders be more faithful shepherds.  If we rarely show up and never 
join, it’s hard to get to know you and serve you and love you.  That can keep the amazing from happening. 

Joining the church gives you an opportunity to make promises.  “This is exactly why I don’t join,” you say.        
However, we make promises at the most important moments of our lives; marriage, profession of faith, the 
birth of a child, buying a house.  Committing to something important, even vital, keeps us at it when the going 
gets tough and makes the very best (and most amazing) things possible.   

 
 Every person who attends worship or an activity at our church reaps a wonderful benefit.  Hearing the Word 
preached, engaging in fellowship with God’s people, making music, sharing a meal are all designed by God to bless us.  
But membership offers even more.   Being counted on the church rolls is not as important as acting as a member, being 
fully present and engaged, serving and being served.  That is what makes the amazing possible.  It’s like knowing about 
a wonderful restaurant where you want to discover the all very best things on the menu and savor them all.  

                                              Bon spirituelle,     D. Bosscher 

Summer Hibernation? 

Consistory Considerations:                 Membership . … and Why It Matters 

        Bears, bats and box turtles spend the winter           
hibernating.   The rest of the year they are active doing all 
the things that animals do to build their families and 
homes.          

        We at 2nd Reformed Church, on the other hand, have 
tended to hibernate in the summer.  Almost all church 
activities with the exception of worship stop during     
summer months.   In the fall we arouse from our summer 
hibernation, shake ourselves awake and resume church. 

        Karsten and the consistory have been thinking about 
alternatives to summer hibernation.  Summer could be a 
great time for church growth.  Our neighbors and friends 
are outside and open to conversations with interesting 
people like us, either individually or as part of a gathering.  
Kids are looking for activities along the lines of vacation 
Bible school or something similar.  Why not use summer 
to promote activities that produce growth in our 
neighbors and our church?  Summer is a great time to let 
people know what 2nd Reformed Church is like. 

          Summer is also a time during which ministry leaders  
plan for fall ministries.  As you know, Zach and Analisa are 
moving to Lansing.  We can’t lose the vital momentum 
around Family Ministries that they have made possible. 

So are there alternatives to SRC summer hibernation?  

         YES, there are excellent alternatives.  We are moving 
forward on arranging for 2 summer interns who will     
receive partial support from Western Theological       
Seminary.  We will ask them to plan summer         
neighborhood gatherings, conduct outreach, assist with 
worship and set plans in motion for fall ministries.   They 
will bring additional energy and capacity to our staff. 

        We will also need to step up to be part of the plan.  
We hope that our neighbors and friends will be willing to 
gather with us, and we will need your help with that.  We 
want them to view our church as a friendly, interesting 
and appealing place.  The people of God at SRC are the 
key to that.    

                  Let’s forget summer hibernation!       DB 
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EASTER Christ is Risen, He is Risen Indeed! 

Sharing God’s Welcome with Strangers and Friends 
 In this most exciting season of the church year, we hope to have guests 

and visitors in our midst.   In Hebrews 13:2 we are encouraged to engage in 

Christian hospitality with those we do not yet know; “Do not neglect to show           

hospitality to strangers, for by doing that some have entertained angels without 

knowing it.” Does this mean that we may be blessed by just doing the right 

thing? 

 In this edition we will deal with being a Welcoming Congregation to 

those who come to us.  In a subsequent issue there will be various ideas about 

how we can set our sights on becoming an Inviting Congregation, moving to the 

neighborhood and beyond in conscious reaching out in invitation. 

 How do we begin to welcome those who come into our midst?  I don’t 

know about you, but I am always fearful that I may welcome someone as a 

guest or visitor; not realizing that the person or family just hasn’t been in 

church for a period of time, or I have merely forgotten their name/s, or I sit in 

the front and they sit in the back .  Does this sound familiar? 

 Gracious hospitality in a welcoming church offers us the opportunity to  

occasionally step out of our comfort zone and even to admit to someone that   

“I am not sure if we have met before, and we are delighted to have you             

worshipping with us”.  It may be a chance to learn names by saying, “Please   

remind me of your name and the names of your children”.  Greeting friends and 

guests by name is one of the most welcoming acts we can perform because it 

shows that we care personally about them. 

 Perhaps visitors would appreciate the kindness of sitting with someone 

who has greeted them, especially if they are unfamiliar with our order of        

worship.  If they have young children it is always appropriate to ask if they know 

about and have located our nursery.  They may be invited to attend Second 

Hour with us.  Our fellowship time is a perfect opportunity not only to share 

conversation with visitors but also to share their names with our church family.  

 “Be hospitable to one another without complaining.  Like good         

stewards of the manifold grace of God, serve one another with whatever gift 

each of you has received.”                      1 Peter 4: 9-10 


