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 “The very word membership is of Christian 

origin, but it has been taken over by the world and 

emptied of all meaning. In any book on logic you 

may see the expression “members of a class.” It 

must be most emphatically stated that the items or 

particulars included in a homogeneous class are 

almost the reverse of what St. Paul meant 

by members. By members he meant what we 

should call organs, things essentially different from 

and complementary to one another; things         

differing not only in structure and function but also 

in dignity.  A row of identically dressed soldiers set 

side by side  or a number of citizens listed as voters 

in a  constituency are not members of anything in 

the Pauline sense. I am afraid that when we        

describe a man as “a member of the church” we 

usually mean nothing Pauline; we mean only that 

he is a unit — that he is one more specimen of 

some kind of things as X and Y and Z.” 

 “How true membership in a body differs 

from inclusion in a collective may be seen in the 

structure of a family. The grandfather, the parents, 

the grown-up son, the child, the dog, and the cat 

are true members (in the organic sense) precisely 

because they are not members or units of a         

homogeneous class. They are not interchangeable. 

Each person is almost a species in himself. If you 

subtract any one member you have not simply          

reduced the family in number; you have inflicted an 

injury on its structure. “          

C.S. Lewis 

 Dave Bosscher, on another aspect of membership  . . .      
 
 Once every year our church is asked to report on 
its membership.  As C.S Lewis says membership means 
something.  Members of a church are part of a family 
with all the various functions and responsibilities that go 
along with that.  Membership is a beautiful and        
meaningful thing.  Membership is essential to the life of 
our church. 

 Reports on membership, however, don’t address 
the meanings and subtleties of membership very well.  
We are asked to report on categories of members;       
active, inactive, adherents, and baptized persons.  The 
consistory studies and then signs off on lists of members 
in each of those categories. 

 Unfortunately we struggle with some inexact     
definitions.  For example, what is the difference between 
an active and inactive member?  In order to be            
considered inactive how long should it be since we have 
had meaningful contact with the member? 

 We are working towards more careful ways of     
reporting on our members, including better definitions.  
In the meantime we sometimes get things wrong.        
Perhaps we consider a member inactive when they are 
indeed active and vice versa.  In the process we            
potentially offend members who disagree with our       
assessment.  And we have not always communicated 
very well along the way. 

 We will soon make our report.  But we also 
pledge to build our membership in ways that encourage 
members to fully utilize their gifts and energies to serve 
the family of God.           

(. . . no one will ever confuse me with C.S. Lewis )           DB 
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View from the Pulpit                       K. Voskuil 
Living into our Baptismal Commitments 
 Letters were sent out earlier this week to let the congregation know that Zach Trumble, our 

Director of Family Ministries, will be stepping down at the end of May.  Zach and Analisa will be 

greatly missed.  I look forward to celebrating their ministry at Second in the months to come.  Our 

ministry to and with our young people and their families may be some of the most important we 

do as a church.  In baptism we commit to raising our children in the way of Christ.  We promise to 

teach them the story of salvation.  We promise to pray for them, love them and to equip them to 

love and serve God.  As we discern what comes next in terms of staffing, I want to remind us of our 

vows we make (and remake) at each baptism.   

 Whatever staffing model we discern for our future, the success to faithful ministry to        

children and youth is inseparable from the commitments and vows we have already made to God 

and our children.  Will we keep praying for the youth?  Will we keep supporting younger families?  

Will we serve as youth volunteers, Children in Worship leaders, nursery helpers and so on?  Will we 

take the time to ask young persons about their day or sit next them at a Second Supper?  Will we go 

to their school performances, concerts and games?  Will we send notes of encouragement to help 

them through exams in college?  Will we create space for them to lead us in worship or use their gifts 

on mission trips?  Simply put, will we love them and care for them like God so deeply loves them and 

cares for them?   

Exploring the Placement of the Sacrament within Worship 
 Some years back, Second started to celebrate communion each week in both services. I     

celebrate this move which John Calvin, a significant figure in our Reformed tradition, also sought in 

his churches back in Geneva.  The Worship Committee and Board of Elders have been discerning 

where to best celebrate the sacrament during worship.  The RCA Worship Directory places            

communion immediately after the sermon in the middle section of worship so that the Lord’s Supper 

is viewed as a “means of grace” and an important means of revelation.   

 During Lent and Easter Sunday we will try this official RCA rhythm and       

invite persons to come forward as we did during the Christmas Eve services.  An 

elder or two will bring the elements to persons in the pews in case coming forward 

is difficult. Persons who choose not to partake are also invited to use the time for 

prayerful reflection.    

 After Easter Sunday, we will ask for your feedback and spend some time 

discussing what we experienced during this trial and how we might best move 

forward.  Practically, moving communion to the middle section also allows Children 

in Worship leaders and children who now leave early for their worship centers to 

commune.  I would be very happy to discuss any of this with you in case you have 

further questions, concerns or suggestions.   

                                                                      Grace & Peace,  Karsten 
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CONSISTORY MEMBERS 2013/14 
Rev. Karsten Voskuil, President 

Board of Elders 

*David Bosscher, V/P of Consistory 

             daveboss@hotmail.com 

*Todd Schuiling, Clerk of Consistory 

*John Query, Chair of Elders 

              jrquery@gmail.com 

*Elly Butler, Clerk of Elders 
  Chris Bart 
  Mary Elhart 
  Wallace Mugg 
  Bill Olney 

Board of Deacons 
 
*Thomas Elhart,  Chair of Deacons 
             telhart@signatureassociates.com 

*Doug  Barense, Treasurer 

              doug@barense.com 

*Craig Wasson. Clerk of Deacons 

  Chad Guy 
  Blaine Knoll 
  Phung Lam 
  Dennis Scheppers 

  Suzanne Visser            
(*Executive Committee) 

Exhilarating Times  . . .     
 I must confess that consistory meetings and exhilaration don’t   

always naturally go together.  Our January meetings however brought  

excitement. 

 The issue is the future of our church’s Family Ministry.  Under 

Zach’s leadership, the Family Ministry has taken vital steps including an 

active ministry with our church’s youth, as well as working among the    

larger Zeeland community.  Bible studies resulting from Zach’s ministry at 

the schools and during weekend retreats attract more participants than 

has been true for years.  Zach has also led a committed and gifted group 

of volunteers who serve as Children In Worship leaders on Sundays, an 

added responsibility after Meredith VanderHill’s leaving 18 months ago. 

 Now as we look to future growth of our church, growth in both 

spiritual depth and numbers of member families, the consistory is        

committed to making certain that our Family Ministry remains active,    

vibrant and growing.  We hope to sponsor an intergenerational mission 

trip in the early summer.  At the same time, the consistory has discussed 

investing additional needed resources into Children In Worship.   

 At issue is the growth of Second Reformed Church.  We are a    

mature (code word for older) church body that would benefit from the 

addition of younger families who look for ministries that serve their kids 

by loving them and helping them to grow .  This is the future of our 

church.  Consistory spent time discussing the resources – staffing and    

otherwise - required to enable our Family Ministry continue to serve     

present children and youth,  as well as others who join us.  It was a good 

discussion about an important topic! 

Consistory Considerations                D. Bosscher                 

STAFF CONTACTS: 
 
Rev. Karsten Voskuil  
     Senior Pastor 
     karsten@srczeeland.org 
Rev. Dianne Mugg  
     Pastor of Care & Calling 
     dianne@srczeeland.org 
Rev. Gordon Bruns  
     Director of Music & Worship 
     gordon@srczeeland.org  
Zach Trumble  
     Director of Youth & Family Ministries 
     zach@srczeeland.org 
Cassandra De Does 
     Administrative Assistant 
     office@srczeeland.org 
Marlene Haan 
     Director of Buildings & Grounds 
     marlene@srczeeland.org         

Quick Hits . . . 
Seven current consistory members will end their terms of service this 

summer.  We will replace them with five new members as we          
continue to slowly reduce the size and increase the agility of the      
consistory.  Pray for this vital process.  Consider serving as a consistory 
member. 

We are about to submit the yearly consistorial report to Zeeland Classis.  
This yearly document is a formal report on ministries and growth of 
our church.   

We begin consideration of next year’s budget.  Recent giving has given the 
consistory a lot of encouragement.  Thank you. 

Along with the Personnel Committee, Karsten will be carrying out staff 
reviews in the next month.                                                                         DB 



 

“Second Reflections” on                                               
Care and Calling 

I’m going to start my reflections with a question.                                               

Let’s figure out the answer  together!  

 Matthew 25: 37 - Then the righteous will answer Him, ‘Lord, when did we see you hungry and give 

you food, or thirsty and give you something to drink?   vs. 38 - And when did we see you a stranger and   

invite you in, or naked and clothe you?   vs. 39 - When did we see you sick, or in prison, and come to you?’  

 You see, I believe these questions and the answer to follow from Matthew 25 are guiding lights for 

our SRC Caring Ministries. They piggyback on our SRC Vision Statement.  From Micah 6:8 we aspire to be a 

people “doing justice, loving kindness, and walking humbly with God.” Plus, we want to be a people            

constantly  “re-forming” to be a caring fellowship and better serve our community and world.  

Hmmm, BIG order!! 

 One of my very first visits as your Pastor of Care and Calling was to a parishioner in one of our area 

nursing facilities. Keep in mind I am “trained” for this kind of ministry, and yet my heart was in my throat. 

What will I say? Will they want to see me? Maybe they will be sleeping…maybe I should wait! Should I 

pray? Sweat on my brow. Well, the visit was a gift... hopefully for the parishioner, but surely for me! One of 

the insights this person shared with me as she thanked me for the visit was, ”it is so important for people 

in places like this to know they are remembered and cared about. I so appreciate the church’s prayers.  

Please let our church family know I pray for them!”  Blessed to be a blessing is a two-way street! 

 When I am out and about visiting,  I regularly hear “gratitude filled stories” about the caring you are    

already doing for each other and this community.  Through our parish elder ministry, our now re-forming 

meal ministry, food drives, Thread Benders, Elm Street Ministry, Bethany Project, flu clinic, as well as other 

SRC projects and individual efforts,  we do care for others . 

 Take a moment now to reread the questions from Matthew that began this reflection. See, you are 

already living out the answer to the question!!!  Matthew 25:40—The King will answer and say to them, 

‘Truly I say to you, to the extent that you did it for one of these brothers (or sisters)….you did it for me.’  

 SRC,  you are feeding our brothers and sisters through our meal ministry. You are inviting in the 

stranger through the Elm Street Ministry. Thread Benders are clothing people by creating and providing 

slippers, hats, scarves, mittens for hundreds of people every winter. You are caring for the sick through the 

faithful  visits you make. Our church building provides a place for people walking the journey of addiction. 

Some prisons don’t have bars.  

          As we look ahead to our future let’s continue to build on 

the Caring Ministry that is already taking place.  TOGETHER, 

through prayer and God’s guidance, let’s stay focused on what 

God is calling us to do!  

 
                           Thank you Second Church family, 

   Rev. Dianne J. Wyngarden Mugg   

“This is my  

commandment, that  

you love one another 

as I have loved you.” 

John 15:12 


