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 Giving generously is nearly always a good idea.  The Bible affirms a couple of 

generous givers, including the widow in Mark 12:41 who gave all she had and the        

Macedonian church in 2 Corinthians 8 that gave so much for the needs of the famine in 

Jerusalem that Paul told them to hold back for a while. 

 Most of us don’t think about giving away everything we own.  Perhaps that is 

right because, in fact, we are more stewards of our money and goods than owners.   

Stewards, as you know, are owner agents carefully promoting the owner interests. 

 Whether we own up to this or not, our resources belong to God who entrusts us 

with the responsibility to use those resources for God’s purposes.  Most of us would 

agree with that in principle, but working it out is not easy.  God certainly wishes us to 

care for our families and others who rely on our resources.  Jesus once scolded the 

Pharisees for neglecting their parents’ needs to give to the synagogue (see Mark 7:11). 

 An in depth discussion around giving would be a great 2nd Hour class, but that is 

for the future.  However, consider these challenges: 
 

 Our church needs your gifts and will make good use of them.  Some increased      

expenses have put some added stress on our finances. 

 Our exemplar or prototype for giving is Christ himself.  Like the widow Jesus gave 

everything he had. 

 Giving makes us richer.  Don’t take this the way some TV evangelists have preached 

it.  Faith-filled giving involves us in the lives of others, balances our priorities in life, 

gives us the pleasure of sharing and encourages us to rely more on God’s generosity 

in our own lives. 

 Give what you have.  Many of us have been financially blessed and can give money, 

although the amount will vary according to our riches.  Others give of themselves in 

other ways.  All forms of giving bless the kingdom of God. 

 
 Of course year end giving is no more blessed in God’s eyes than giving at any 

other time of the year.  Still, our church needs the funds now.  Your year-end gift would 

bless us all and give us freedom to move ahead in some new ways in the New Year. 

                                           DB 
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View from the Pulpit                                      K. Voskuil 
O Come, O Come Emmanuel 

 Happy Advent!  May this season of preparation and expectation be for Second Church a time of 

renewed faith and restored commitment.  This is a wonderful time of the year to be the church and a 

huge opportunity for us to share the joy we have with others.  Please prayerfully consider who in your 

life is without a church family or who has yet to experience the fuller embrace of a community              

passionate about Jesus Christ.  Invite them to join us in worshiping our living God.  Invite them to some 

of our special discipleship opportunities during this month.  Invite them to a Second Supper or to our 

weekly coffee time on Wednesday mornings.  Invite them over to your home.  Wherever and however 

God leads you, simply be bold enough to personally invite people in your life into the hope we have in 

Christ.  The Christmas Eve services (7pm and 11pm) are certainly wonderful moments in our church’s 

life to share with others. 

 
Discipleship Focus 

 At last month’s conversation involving our Sunday School hour for the next semester, I talked 

about looking at all we do through these three prioritized and interrelated areas: greater biblical literacy; 

deeper community formation; and continued theological growth.  The three corresponding questions 

we asked (and are asking) match these areas: How are we being shaped by the story of the gospel?  How 

do we gather as a body of Christ?  What do we believe and why does this matter?  The Sunday School 

hour is only one part of the bigger picture in terms of our discipleship focus, but I am excited to further 

develop the conversations from last month into concrete classes for adults, youth and children.   

 We’re planning multiple tracks for adult class as well as a special “prayer, praise and pilgrimage” 

time during Lent.  Children and Worship centers are being planned for our younger children, and a class 

called “The Journey” is being planned for the youth.  We need your prayers and participation in this     

discipleship focus.  We need those called to teach to talk with Zach or myself.  We need parents to       

encourage their children to be part of such growth,  and we need our children to encourage their parents 

to also be part of this growth.  To be honest, we need the whole congregation to be excited by what God 

can and is doing through such intentionality. 

 One of my greatest heroes in faith was my grandmother, Marion Voskuil, who continued to do 

her daily devotions and to take part in as many church discipleship activities as she possibly could all the 

way until her death at 97 years of age.  As a trained teacher, she knew that one always has the              

opportunity to grow-- this was true whether she was teaching Sunday School classes or attending Bible 

studies or spending time in God’s Word at home.  I’m thankful for such wisdom 

and hopeful for what happens when a community of faith deepens its                

commitment to discipleship growth. 

In Anticipation, 

Karsten 

karsten@srczeeland.org 
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 Both the Executive Committee and the Consistory met in November.  

Under Karsten’s leadership we have been discussing how we can attract, invite 

and integrate new members into the life of our church.  Although this often    

occurs naturally given that we have many friendly members, it is also essential 

that we are intentional about how it happens.  There are many aspects of this 

type of enfolding, but all involve developing relationships with our brothers and 

sisters at church and in the world. 

 Our ability to serve members with acute illnesses and those who are   

unable to attend church is much improved.  Dianne and Karsten have generously 

shared gifts in this ministry over the past months.  Dianne is also working to    

enhance  the ministry of our Parish Elders. 

 Over a year ago Zach recommended that we do an in-depth analysis of 

our Family and Youth ministry.  He proposed that we employ an organization 

called Youth Ministry Architects to assist us.  Their emphasis is on relational and 

intergenerational ministry, and they have extensive experience evaluating and 

growing youth programs.  The consistory affirmed moving ahead in this area as it 

is financially possible to do so.  

 We reviewed church giving and spending as is our typical practice. As 

treasurer Doug Barense has been sharing with you, we do have a current deficit 

of approximately $48,000.  The consistory will inform our members about this 

need in various ways. 

 The consistory has worked faithfully and hard during 2013.  Please find 

an opportunity to thank  the consistory members for their loyal service!           DB 

Consistory Considerations                                          
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Second Reformed Church’s Ebenezer Stone 

 The second verse of a favorite hymn of mine, Come Thou Fount of Every Blessing , used to begin “Here I 

raise my Ebenezer, hither by thy help I’m come”.  It doesn’t start that way in our hymnal because, apparently, the 

image of raising an Ebenezer was alien.  I’m not surprised.  The image was unfamiliar to me as well until I read      

I Samuel 7, the story of Israel returning to faithful worship of God during Samuel’s time after they were         

threatened with defeat.  God acts powerfully on their behalf.  In response Samuel and the people set up an    

Ebenezer stone that declares that God helped Israel in this instance and, moreover, that God has always helped 

them.  It’s a good story with a familiar theme. 

 Our church’s story in 2013 has some similar themes.  A year ago we were in a hard place.  Neither our 

survey nor the work that we had done in large group meetings seemed to provide a direction forward for our 

church.  In fact, many were frustrated by the lack of progress toward defining our identity and goals so that we 

could move ahead with calling a pastor.  A number of us were also concerned with how we would manage       

differences of opinion that came up during our church meetings. 

 Enter Kay Hubbard and her approach to setting goals and settling differences called Managing Polarities.   

To borrow a common phrase, Kay was a godsend.  No one doubted that she was indeed sent by God.  Kay helped 

us to see that the work we had already done was valuable, and we were able to summarize it in a helpful format.  

She advised formatting some additional meetings using the Polarities approach, and those too went very well. 

                                                                 We could sense movement and energy. 

 By this time, we had formed a Transitional Task Force.  By God’s grace, the task force was an amazingly 

productive and cooperative group.  No chairperson ran the meetings, leadership came from within the group and 

everyone did their share of the work.  They also worked very hard, meeting every week and doing a lot of work 

between meetings.  The task force was able to refine and summarize all that we had learned during the fall as 

well as in the Polarities meetings into a single page document that was presented to and approved by both     

consistory and the congregation. 

 We could all feel a growing sense of enthusiasm and support for our way forward.  Our future seemed 

clearer and brighter.  (In the wings I picture an Ebenezer stone being prepared) 

 The Search Committee hit their stride right away.  Blessed by the faithful support and prayers of the SRC 

family along with the dedication of a varied and hard working committee, the group completed a church         

PROFILE and then began the many steps to finding the person meant to become the next leader for Second            

Reformed Church.  The committee found a God-blessed unity that led to a call to the  Rev. Karsten Voskuil. 

 I almost don’t need to tell you the rest.  In saying YES to Karsten’s candidacy, the Search Committee AND 

the Consistory AND the CONGREGATION were all UNANIMOUS.  Then Karsten and his family said YES.   

                                             “Here I raise my Ebenezer; hither by thy help we’re come” 

 We have now had almost 2 months of working together.  We feel young and hopeful as a church.  The 

difficulties of the past year have heightened our sense of blessing in the present and given us a vision for the 

coming years. 

 We – GOD’S PEOPLE – have prayed, worked hard, endured faithfully, supported, affirmed, and              

encouraged.  The story could almost be about US, but it is not- even though we had a strong part to play.  Instead 

the story is all about God’s grace to God’s people, and that grace is now ours to share abundantly!  

                                                  That’s our Ebenezer story of 2013.  Thanks be to God!                           DB 


