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OFFICE HOURS:  

Tuesday, Wednesday, 

Thursday 
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9 am—Noon 

May the bountiful blessings    
of Christmas fill your hearts   

with peace in this season          
and throughout the entire year. 
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View from the Pulpit . . .                                   K. Voskuil 

Being Directed to Christ through Honesty 
Here is an adapted slice from Sunday’s sermon (Mark 1:1-8): 

 

After their confession of sin (honesty), John the Baptist directed the crowds to Jesus.  In this 

way, honesty prepares us for what comes next.  It gives us proper posture.  It points us in the 

right direction … toward Jesus. 

               -Toward Christ’s Kingdom, where those who humble themselves will be         
     glorified. 

  -Toward Christ’s intentions for this world, where the weak become strong; 
   where those who grieve will be comforted; where all people, regardless of the 
   color of one’s skin, recognize each other as image-bearing children of God. 

  -Toward Christ’s hunger and thirst for righteousness and justice; 

                -Toward Christ’s way of loving people through submission ... like using the         
cross to subvert the power of death. 

-Toward Christ’s out-stretched arms of mercy. 

-Toward a grace that is truly amazing. 

-Toward a peace that, like God’s very commitment to us, is deeper and wider           
and more real than we could ever imagine. 

 
 

 

Merry Christmas! 
 
 As much as I love Advent and opportunities to preach sermons about 

the Baptist’s call to honesty, I am even more excited to worship with you in a 

few weeks and to say those wonderful words, “Merry Christmas.”  Our    

Christmas Eve (December 24) services are again at 7 pm and 11 pm.  For me, 

one of the delights of the evening also involves meeting your family members 

from out of town, neighbors, and friends. To these ends, please invite people in 

your life to join us, because I’d love to again have the balcony used in our     

glorious celebration of Christ’s birth! 

 With Excitement,       

Karsten      

pastor@srczeeland.org 
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   Membership:  Looking to the New Year 

 Membership in the Body of Christ has been part of our fall conversations 

during 2nd Hour and in elders’ meetings.  You have also seen previous Second      

Reflections articles on membership.  As we approach the end of the year, however, 

the RCA asks your elders to look at our membership rolls to determine whether the 

membership category of some members should change.  I am going to borrow 

some paragraphs from an excellent article written by the Rev. Dr. Tim TenClay to 

provide insight into the task in front of us.   The full article is on the RCA website. 
 
 “Being a member means living into the vows we take when we make        

profession of faith.  Membership is a fairly simple concept—we promised to do 

something and we do it. The reality is, however, that there are times when we 

don’t do what we said we would. In the Reformed Church we call that being 

“inactive.” 
 
 “Inactive” is a word that in almost any other context is a completely neutral 

concept. An inactive nurse is simply a nurse who isn’t practicing. An inactive     

member of a club is someone who doesn’t participate in the activities of that club. 

Most organizations have an “inactive” status and, although they’d prefer people 

were active, they understand that sometimes the demands of life don’t allow for 

full participation. To be “inactive” does not make someone “bad” or a failure. It is 

simply an honest categorization of those who are not, for whatever reason,        

currently active. 
 
 “We need to be clear: membership in the church is different from membership in other organizations. Church 

membership is a public commitment to live in community with God’s people and participate in the life and ministry of a 

local congregation. Fellowship and ministry are not “extracurricular” aspects of Christianity; they are fundamental to 

the faith. This is why “inactive” is often seen as a negative or judgmental designation within the church. Indeed, there 

are rare but appropriate times when the elders of a congregation are called to make someone inactive as a matter of 

discipline. Generally speaking, though, the designation of “inactive,” like in other organizations, is nothing more than an 

honest categorization of those who are not, for whatever reason, currently active. 
 
 “We read about this in the Book of Church Order, which requires the board of elders to “place on the inactive 

list the name of any confessing member whose relationship with the church has ceased for one year or who for one year 

has not made faithful use of the means of grace” (BCO 1.I.5.2d). In other words, the elders are expected to look at the 

membership list every year and designate those who are “inactive.” The hope, of course, is that people will renew their 

active connection with the church. As a matter of fact, the BCO continues in the same paragraph by saying that the    

elders “shall seek diligently… to recover that member.” 

 “Unfortunately, there is no convenient way to deal with the deep tension between the realization that a number 

of our members are not “active” (and the BCO requires the elders to make those members inactive) and the concern 

that doing so will be seen as judgmental (which is not intended!). Your elders are doing their best to find a way to honor 

the requirements of our order while doing so in a way that is wise, gracious, and non-judgmental.” 
 

Written and compiled by David Bosscher 

Consistory Considerations  . . .                             Dave Bosscher        

CONSISTORY MEMBERS 2014/15 
Rev. Karsten Voskuil, President 

Board of Elders 

*David Bosscher, V/P of Consistory 

                daveboss@hotmail.com 

*John Query, Chair of Elders 

                jrquery@gmail.com 

*Elly Butler, Clerk of Elders 

                 elbutler@charter.net 
  Patti Bing 
  Karen Den Herder 
  Mary Elhart 
  Wallace Mugg   

Board of Deacons 
 
*Suzanne Visser, Chair of Deacons                   
  sjoyvisser@msn.com 

*Doug  Barense, Treasurer 

                 doug@barense.com 

*Chad Guy, Clerk of Consistory 

                 chadaguy@gmail.com 

* Phung Lam, Clerk of Deacons 

   Sheri Holstege 
   Dennis Scheppers 
   Martin Vander Velde   

(*Executive Committee) 



 Believe me when I say though that this ministry is a two way street.          

Ministry opportunities the Parish Elders receive mean a lot to them as well.        

I was thanking one the other day for all she had been called on to do lately, 

and her direct response to me was,  “It gives me much more joy than you can   

imagine.” I know it is not always easy for us to ask each other for help. I hear 

that frequently. I struggle with it myself. My current health challenge has     

reminded me when people ask Wally and me if we could use some extra      

support we need to occasionally say “YES.”  Not only are we blessed,  but so is 

the giver. As it says in Genesis,  “We are blessed to be a blessing.”  It’s all about 

relationships. 

     Merry Christmas,   Rev. Dianne J. Mugg 

 Strawberry Shortcake 
 As your Pastor of Care and Calling it is my privilege to share just a couple of personal thoughts with you       

regarding care ministry at Second. It’s all about relationships! If there was one thing that I learned while I was       

Chaplain at Good Samaritan Ministries it was that; it’s all about relationships.  Relationships built on the great         

commandment found in Matthew 22.  Jesus was asked, “What is the greatest commandment in the law?”  He         

responded, “Love the Lord your God with all your heart, soul, and mind,  AND the second is like unto it, love your 

neighbor as yourself.”   Love your neighbor as yourself;  it’s all about relationships. 

 The end of September Wally and I invited the Parish 

Elders to our home (see accompanying photos on this page) for 

some fun, fellowship and food. Wally’s strawberry shortcake 

nourished our bodies, and our time together nourished our 

souls. We cultivated new relationships, strengthened old ones 

and focused on how to serve as one body. This describes the 

care ministry of our church. We are many parishes/

neighborhoods woven into one family. In the last month your 

Parish Elders have quietly been making sure families received meals, they prepared an awesome soup meal for       

Second Supper, made sure you all received Advent greetings in the mail and much more I know.  

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


