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        CHURCH 

   More on Membership, Grace and Gratitude  
 

   A Second Reflections article in April of this year concluded with this paragraph: 

“Every person who attends worship or an activity at our church reaps a wonderful 

benefit.  Hearing the Word preached, engaging in fellowship with God’s people, making 

music, sharing a meal are all designed by God to bless us.  But membership offers even 

more.   Being counted on the church rolls is not as important as acting as a member, 

being fully present and engaged, serving and being served.  That is what makes the 

amazing possible.  It’s like knowing about a wonderful restaurant where you want to 

discover all the very best foods on the menu and to savor them all.“   

    A number of us have continued that lively discussion about membership.  Now we 

are peeling back layers of the onion to discover what precedes that idea of vital and     

engaged membership. What transforms humble human beings like us into true            

members?  Those who have attended 2nd Hour over the past weeks are already shouting 

out the answer.  The first step toward membership is BAPTISM.  Although only the first 

step, it is all important.  Here is why: 

* It is a sign and seal of God’s covenantal promise.  We are marked as God’s own. 

* At baptism God sets us apart for kingdom purposes.  The Holy Spirit begins working in us. 

* It puts us in relationship to the body of Christ, the church. 

    Vital membership doesn’t occur automatically after baptism, but it is difficult with-

out it.  That is true because baptism begins our journey as disciples of Christ.  Until then 

membership in Christ’s body makes little sense.  However, once we are Christ’s disciples, 

fully present and engaged membership makes perfect sense.  What makes that true?    

 Christ chooses his disciples and gradually equips us for all aspects of life in the Kingdom 

of God.  This includes a strong and lasting connection to the church despite both its 

imperfections and, at times, the commitment required. 

 Disciples of Christ follow him first and foremost.  Nothing else is as important.  No 

other way of living really satisfies.       

    Once our baptism leads to being a disciple of Christ, our vital membership in 

Christ’s body, the church, starts to make a lot of sense.  Our growth as disciples is           

actually furthered by being strongly connected to the church.  We learn to trust in the    

developing and pruning that is done in God’s growing season. 

  Even if the process may challenge and stretch us, it will most surely bless us.  Living 

as disciple members remakes our minds and hearts into the likeness of Christ.  That is our 

true identity;  what we were created to be.   

   We will continue this lively and exciting exploration.  Join us during 2nd Hour on 

October 12 for the next installment in our discussion .                                 David Bosscher 
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View from the Pulpit . . .                                   K. Voskuil 

One Year under the Belt 
 This weekend’s Pumpkin Parade reminded me that I’ve arrived upon my first anniversary 

here at Second Church.  The parade was rainy and a little less energized as  compared to last year.  

This isn’t true of my first year with you.  I’m very appreciative of your warm reception of our    

family, as well as your willingness to let a Red Sox fan into the pulpit.  I thank the staff and          

consistory for being great dance-partners into this important ministry in the heart of Zeeland.  

There is plenty of work ahead of us as we engage deeper patterns of discipleship, mission, and 

growth in these months and years to come, but I am very grateful to the congregation and am 

excited by what God is doing in our midst.  

Why the Clerical Collar?  
 With the blessing from the Executive Committee of Consistory and thoughtful discussion 

among ourselves, Miriam, Eric, and I have decided to join the wider church in utilizing the clerical 

collar on Sunday mornings  and other times of public worship.  First off, please know that we do 

so not because we feel better than others, but because it represents to us (and to the wider 

church) our calling to be servants of Christ and of this particular congregation.  In our ordination 

as Ministers of Word and Sacrament we submitted ourselves to Christ and the church, and in 

many ways these collars help us remember such commitments.  Like having a cross on top of a 

steeple, these collars also indicate who and what we are all about.  As with robes, these shirts are 

meant to be plain instead of flashy; they are meant to be less about our     

individuality as  compared to our collective identity as pastors of Jesus Christ.  

On a practical level we hope that this also allows visitors to know who we are     

during, between, and after worship services -  especially when not leading  

worship.    

 When I grew up at Third Reformed in Holland my pastor, Willis Jones, 

wore his collar all the time.  In fact, it was strange to see him in anything other 

than the simple black shirt and white collar.  I learned early on that he wasn’t       

perfect, nor did he want special attention because of what he wore or because 

of what title went before his name.  He was simply trying to be a servant 

leader of Jesus Christ and a lover of the flock he was given to serve.  So do 

we.  Along with the wider staff, we love the church and believe that we are           

collectively called to be something wonderfully different in this world - salt and 

light, servants and bearers of the good news, itself.     

 For what it is worth, according to Wikipedia, the detachable clerical  

collar was first used/invented by a Church of Scotland Minister (our cousins in 

the wider Presbyterian/Reformed family) back in 1894.  Other traditions       

including Lutheran, Episcopalian, Catholic, Methodist, and Reformed adopted 

the clerical collar following the example of the Church of Scotland.  The collar is 

rooted in the reformed tradition!                                                                  In Christ, 

Karsten 
pastor@srczeeland.org 
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        Our Capital Campaign – RECONCEIVED 
 
 I often have trouble recalling the name of someone I met 5 minutes 

ago, so recalling a financial conversation 5–6 years ago takes a stretch.   

Still, this was an important discussion, and it involved a strong commitment.  

That discussion in 2009 centered around The Capital Campaign, a far-

sighted attempt by some of the leaders of our church to get us to think hard 

about our church’s future direction.  Allow me to summarize the elements 

of that campaign. 

 The Capital Campaign began with a needs assessment in which    

everyone – membership and staff – weighed in on future and long term 

needs of our church which would require serious financial investment.  

These were the top needs identified: 

 Purchasing the home next door (since completed) 

 Renovating our deteriorating pipe organ, as well as considering          

organ improvements 

    Making the North Entrance both barrier free and energy efficient  

    Reconfiguring the Chancel (elevated area at the north end of the     

      sanctuary) to create a flexible space for a variety of purposes 

    Air conditioning the Gathering Place 

    Although not part of the initial formal plan, a number of members attending the Capital Campaign  

             presentation expressed the need for kitchen renovations 

     The approximate cost estimate for the campaign at that time was  $1 million.   

 I cannot begin to tell you all that has happened since those days in 2009.  However, the consistory is 

again intentionally looking to our church’s future and, therefore, we are considering a RECONCEIVED Capital      

Campaign.  Why? 

 Our beautiful pipe organ so vital to our worship has deteriorated further and is in even more urgent need 

of renovation and repair . 

 We still stand to benefit from the improvements identified in the original campaign.  There might be 

other improvements that we should consider. 

 Our church is made up of generous givers, and we rejoice that we are in a post-recession economy. 

 The consistory has elected to ask a small group to again consider the Capital Campaign.  We will be 

looking at what portions of the original campaign are still relevant to our current situation as well as what     

current costs might be.  We will seek your input as well.  Then we will move beyond the Capital Campaign 

RECONCEIVED and, God willing,  see the Capital Campaign REBORN.  Stay tuned! 

Consistory Considerations  . . .                             Dave Bosscher        
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 YOUTH, I t ’s  NEW for  YOU !  
 
 What would you do if someone ran up to you on the street and said, 

¨Why do you follow Jesus?” Would you just keep walking?  Would you stammer 

out something mildly coherent? Would you respond with some  version of the 

Heidelberg Catechism Q&A #1? Would you stand there completely                 

dumbfounded? 

In youth group this fall, we’re going to be exploring the question, ¨Why follow Jesus?¨ At first glance it 

might seem like an odd question to ponder; don’t we just want our youth to follow Jesus? Why ask why;  just 

have them do it! 

If we take time with this question, though, it’s a question we ask ourselves all the time. There are so many 

things competing for our attention and our focus. Everywhere we look we see people, products, teams, and 

causes saying, ¨Follow me!  Follow us!  We’ll make you rich! We’ll make you popular! We’ll make your enemies 

pay!  We’ll make life easier!¨ 

Why follow Jesus and store up treasures in heaven when treasures on earth offer such wonderful  instant 

gratification? Why follow Jesus and love my neighbor when they’re so annoying?! Why follow Jesus and fight for 

justice when it involves hard work? Why follow Jesus and sacrifice when I can keep it all for myself? 

So we’re going to take the time this fall to think, talk, pray, and talk some more about why we would want 

to follow Jesus. I shared at our first meeting why I follow Jesus, and in later meetings other youth leaders are   

going to share their reasons why they follow Jesus.  I’m also going to be asking members of the church to share 

with our youth about why they follow Jesus. Take some time to think about why you follow Jesus. You may find 

me running up to you at some point over the next few months to ask you this question. Will you be ready to    

respond? 

                                                        *   *   * 
This fall I will also be looking 

to form a ministry team that will 

work with me to continue shaping 

our youth and young adult ministry 

here at Second. We’ll work to pray 

and discern where God is leading us 

in regards to our youth and young 

adult program as well as how we can    

implement that into our overall ministry at Second Reformed Church. If this sounds like something you would like 

to be involved in,  please let me know! 

It’s an exciting time here at Second!  Second Stop is taking on new directions and energy, we’re exploring 

the arc of the biblical narrative in Youth Second Hour, and youth group is full of laughter and good discussion.  

We ask for your continued prayers and support as we continue to grow in faith together. 

         Eric Barnes,  Associate Pastor of Youth and Young Adults 

 

 


