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 In a world of age separation and segregation, the church has a unique             

opportunity to become a truly multi-generational community.  
 
 We spend most of our lives segregated by age. Long gone are the one-room 

schools where older children assist younger children as they all learn together. Today,           

classrooms contain students barely differing by months, let alone years. Having planned 

curriculums myself,  I understand “age appropriate learning.” However, I’ve also come 

to recognize that something vital is lost when the older and younger no longer learn and 

interact together. 
 
 This would be less concerning if school were the only place this occurred , but 

this separation of the ages extends far beyond that. This segregation of ages continues 

through college and into adulthood and even into the workforce.  You might see older 

and younger interacting if they have to,  but usually with conventional attitudes; “those 

old folks, man, are so stuck in their ways,” or “kids these days, what is the world coming 

to?” Often these interactions display no sense of mutual respect or awareness that old 

and young need each other. True community is made up of all ages. 
 
 The church is one of the last places within our society where young and old can 

come together in true community. It is one of the last places where kids can get to know    

mature and interesting Christians who they can admire.  
 
 Young folks bring a lot to the table as well. The youth of a church exhibit        

inspiring  passion, energy, boldness, and a zero-tolerance attitude toward hypocrisy and          

falsehood. As Paul said, we are a body with many members all exhibiting different gifts.  

We need each other. 
 
 This isn’t a call to volunteer for something or to ask more people just to get 

more “things” done.  It is a call to ponder this question:  What does it mean to be              

together as a family?  The church is actually a family of families; a true community.   
 

 So, what role do you play,  and how do you intentionally        

interact with church friends of all ages? This is about really living        

together, all of us together, young and old.  Whatever you are doing 

within the church, strive to make disciples of all nations and          

backgrounds and genders and AGES.  This is our call.  It is within this 

type of community that God makes the Kingdom to come.                                                                                     

       Zach Trumble, Director of Family Ministries 
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View from the Pulpit  . . . . . K. Voskuil 

In the year 2020… 
 

One of my favorite comedians, Red Sox loving Conan O’Brien, had a recurring comedy routine 

called, “In The Year 2000.”  In the skit Conan would try and “predict” some humorous situations of 

the future.  Some predictions were funnier than others.  As we move into Epiphany and 2014    

allow me to paint some pictures of what 2020 might look like here at Second Reformed Church 

(with less intended humor and plenty of humility before our God who actually holds the future). 

 

In the year 2020… elementary aged children will joyfully walk hand-in-hand with more seasoned 

members as we all sing Christmas Carols up and down Central Avenue. 

 

In the year 2020… Children and Worship centers will be bursting with eager, enthused followers 

of Christ learning more about the story that matters more than any other. 

 

In the year 2020… Second’s coed softball team will win the league championship. 

 

In the year 2020… coffee and tea consumption will soar at Second as diverse types of gatherings, 

bible studies, book groups and pure fellowship fill our weekly schedule. 

 

In the year 2020… Second Church will be known throughout the greater Zeeland community not 

only by how deeply we love for one another, but also by how passionately we extend hospitality, 

welcome the stranger, and care for the vulnerable in our midst. 

 

In the year 2020… the sanctuary balcony will be needed as we continue to reach out towards    

others who have yet to experience the fuller beauty of God’s reconciling love. 

 

This vision of the future is not radically different from where we are today and yet, since            

God doesn’t stop moving and shaping the future, nor can we.   Thank you for the passion and           

commitment I’ve witnessed during these past 3 months and thank you for your patience as we 

continue to build the capacity for much further growth in ministry and mission.  In this, I’m very 

            excited by what God is doing … and I anticipate  

                 so much more as we listen, learn, grow, love 

                            and open ourselves  to the power and 

                          promise of  the Holy Spirit. 
 

 Go, Team Second 
With Gratitude,  Karsten 

   

    second                      
team  
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The consistory generally takes a break from meeting in December.          

None-the-less, there are some matters facing us as well as some past    

issues of which I would like to make you aware. 

 Our newly formed Personnel Committee made up of       

Karsten, Ruth Stegeman, Jack VanEden and Craig Wasson has met on    

several occasions.  You will recall that the Consistory, on recommendation 

from the Executive Committee, formed a personnel committee including 

some members separate from the Executive group in order to be certain 

that both church and staff are well served.  That Personnel Committee 

has had a good beginning, and it is currently working on a statement of 

purpose as well as on upcoming staff reviews.  I am very grateful for the 

committee’s outstanding work. 

 Karsten has served as our Senior Pastor since October 1.  

These 3 months have been a blessed time of getting to know one other 

and taking the first steps of engaging in ministry together.  Now we begin 

the intentional work of looking forward to building our church,  both in 

ministering to current members and in adding new members.  That        

involves planning at a variety of levels;  all considering how we can best 

grow in each area of our kingdom ministries. 

 The consistory develops next year’s proposed budget     

during the early months of the year.   This becomes a time of evaluating 

ministries and thinking about changes that might improve our services. 

 Consistory also begins to look at member rotation at the 

beginning of the calendar year.  Although June is our month of consistory 

member transition, the process of identifying church leaders who might 

serve as deacons and elders takes a few months.  That is obviously a very             

important job.   

Please be in prayer for all the efforts that continue to be a priority.  

Consistory Considerations  . . . . . D. Bosscher                 
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Worship at Second Church:                                           
Beyond Epiphany, into Ordinary Times 

What do you do when the tinsel comes off, the tree comes down, the 

crèche is cleared out, and the lights are put away? Many of us return to those 

ordinary things that make our lives what they are, that define our identities, and 

that shape our searches for meaning and purpose in life. 

In many ways, that’s just what the church has also done for generations. 

In between the festive days and seasons that commemorate the life of Christ 

and the foundational events of the church, our focus is drawn to many of the 

core events in Jesus’ ministry and to the ways he called others into a life of       

discipleship.  

In this season after the Epiphany and before Ash Wednesday and Lent, the stories we will hear of 

Jesus’ baptism, the calling of the first disciples, and Jesus’ teaching on a hillside will remind us of          

foundations for Jesus’ ministry. The readings from prophets provide a background reminding us that God 

has always desired a beautiful existence for those who live in humble obedience to God’s will and way. 

And readings from the apostles’ letters to early churches give us a glimpse into how the earliest Christians 

begin to live into a mission to carry the love and light of Christ into a dark and troubled world. 

Listen for themes of Light scattering darkness, of Justice supplanting wickedness, and of Mercy 

restoring what is broken. This, we will hear, is what it means to walk humbly with God and to devote   

oneself to living as a child of God.  

 And these are the not-so-ordinary things that will make our lives what 

they are, define our identities, and shape our searches for meaning and       

purpose as beloved children of God.  We are, after all, such children. 

Lectionary readings in the season of Epiphany include: 
 

Old Testament:    Readings from Deut 30, Isaiah 9, 42, 49, 58, 60, Micah 6, 
       Malachi 3  

Psalms:                  Readings from Psalms 2, 11, 15, 27, 29, 31, 40, 84, 112, 119 

Epistle:                  Readings from Ephesians 3,  Romans 1& 3, Acts 10,  

       I Cor 1-3 & 10,   Hebrews 2,   2 Peter 1 

Gospel:        Readings from Matt 2-7, & 17, Luke 2, John 1 

 

A complete listing of readings can be found at: http://lectionary.library.vanderbilt.edu/lections.php?
year=A&season=Epiphany 

                        Gordon Bruns,  Director of Worship & Music 


