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When we think of peace, we often think of the restraint of violence or even, the absence 
of violence. 
--I’m considered peaceful as long as I don’t kick you in the shins. 
--I’m considered peaceful as long as I don’t blow up your house. 
--I’m considered peaceful as long as I don’t shoot you with my glock 9mm. 
Yet, Jesus does what he often did in his teachings regarding OT law-- he 
expanded the meaning of the law and spoke to the deeper question of intent. 
On one level this dispelled any self-righteousness from those who narrowly lived to the 
letter of the law-- those who may have never technically murdered anyone but who 
spent hours each day hating and cursing the names of their enemies. 
All are complicit, Jesus is really saying. 
Non are blameless. 
No-one can claim immunity from the need to forgive and receive forgiveness. 
Verses 27-32 reveal how this expansion and deepening of intent also applies to the 
issues surrounding sexuality. 
I don’t know anyone who can honestly say that they have no anger in their heart or lust 
in their eyes. 
Even the most angelic person I can think of, my grandmother Marion Elizabeth, who 
died a few years ago at the age of 97, even this generous, faithful, dear soul was far 
from perfect. 
That is our Savior’s point: living the law isn’t about finding loopholes and 
technicalities-- the Law is meant to be our grateful response to God’s amazing 
love. 
As a response, it thus becomes our means of living life more faithfully “in-tune” with 
God’s own heart and desires. 
So, as Jesus clearly expands the net of complicity to the various ways all have 
destroyed or damaged the gifts of relationship given to us, our first reaction to today’s 
text is to recognize God’s willingness and ability to free us from the bondage of such 
sin. 
Yes, it always returns to this place-- the humility of our humanity; the basic truth that we 
are redeemed in Christ and called to live utterly dependent upon this grace. 
It is this basic truth that helps us realize again and again that others around us are just 
as sinful and just as deserving of God’s forgiveness and just as worthy of abundant life. 
Murdering others, physically killing them, obviously snuffs out further possibilities for this 
abundance to flourish in the lives of the killed. 
Anger that is within us also snuffs out this abundance. 
As does vengence. 
As do the ugly bedfellows of hatred, like bigotry, racism, bitterness and spite. 
We’ve been created to live with others by a relational-loving God who created life to be 
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a flourishing community of love.  
Anger and hungers for vengeance and hatred of all different manifestations only smash 
this intended flow of life and separates us from those we’ve been created to be with. 
Therefore, murdering people in our hearts not only kills them with hatred, but it also kills 
ourselves, as well. 
--Refusing to seek forgiveness not only harms the overall health of the community, but it 
also diminishes our own potentials to flourish within God’s plan. 
--Actively sustaining hatred within any part of our faith not only limits our joy, but is also 
fights against God’s very delight in seeing life and relationships and communities 
restored on earth, as they already are in heaven. 
Let me say this again, refusing to forgive or refusing to work towards deeper 
reconciliation in our lives means that we are actually fighting against instead of for our 
God. 
-This speaks to the daily spats we might have with loved ones. 
-This includes the insults we might toss at elected officials or those passive-aggressive 
posts we place on Facebook. 
-This includes those racist thoughts we allow to fester within us as well as the evil glee 
we feel when enemies fall and rivals fail. 
-This includes cussing out a terrible driver on Chicago Drive or thinking unpleasantries 
about an inept boss. 
-This certainly speaks to our own habits within the church of mumbling and murmuring 
when unhappy or causing discontent when our toes have been stepped on. 
Seek forgiveness: act on forgiveness, Jesus is saying. 
We aren’t the judge; we aren’t the executioner; we aren’t even the jury. 
Instead, Jesus talks about coming to terms of reconciliation quickly-- before we even get 
to the court of God’s love because it might be too late by that point for us to realize that 
we might actually be the ones on trial. 
Now, no-where in this text is Jesus telling us to be passive doormats or for us to avoid 
conflict or flee from disagreement. 
Of course not. 
Yet, when we hit those places of conflict and disagreement, we are to do so in a much 
different posture than conventional wisdom. 
As persons following Christ’s teachings and his own example of shouldering the sin of 
the world for the sake of the world, we know that slugging our way through conflict is 
never the right answer. 
Nor is tap-dancing around power structures that continue to oppress. 
Nor is acting like hurt or resentment will simply vanish or evaporate on its own. 
The Matthew text speaks of directly confronting those we are in conflict with in the 
earnest desire of reconciliation. 
--Not to force them into submission. 
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--Not to humiliate them in public. 
--Not to murder them first in our hearts. 
Rather, forgiveness takes the courage and conviction to join God in the hard and 
glorious work of salvation itself: 
Healing brokenness. 
Restoring life. 
Building community. 
We’re talking about no less than joining God in the very work of salvation. 
---- 
Earlier in the week I asked some people to reflect upon the role of reconciliation in their 
own lives. 
These responses spoke to the joy of relationships that have been renewed and 
reinvigorated because of tangible, pragmatic choices made towards life and 
forgiveness.  
These response also spoke of the deep hurt and brokenness the lack of reconciliation 
has also caused. 
One of you talked of an inadvertent email sent to you that was actually slamming you 
with other colleagues.   
Instead of disciplinary actions, you forgave this person and formed a new and healthy 
working relationship that continues to bear fruit today. 
One of you talked about the vulnerability of extending generosity and forgiveness only 
to have it thrown back at your face. 
Many of talked about the slow process of finding forgiveness after divorce of finding 
reconciliation with an absentee parent later in life.   
One of you talked about the hard inner work of forgiving yourself and the amazement of 
a loved one still loving you despite knowing everything about you. 
One of you talked about navigating a marriage through differences and difficulties. 
One of you talked about the slow work of finding peace with siblings after a mother’s 
death. 
One of you talked about reconciling the anger of losing a loved one due to young, 
reckless drivers. 
One of you referenced the Amish community in Lancaster County that not only forgave 
the person who massacred five of their young children in that school shooting in ‘06, but 
went as far as to attend his funeral and set up a memorial fund for his very children. 
One of you talked about the excruciating pain of what felt like a betrayal from your 
daughter-- of the slow work of finding peace and reconciliation in midst of such pain. 
One of you talked about angering the wider community-- about finding room to forgive 
others instead of simply walking away.    
A few of you talked more in terms of the life-long pursuit of forgiveness-- that such work 
is often much more of a marathon than a sprint.  
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This is certainly true in my own life where it is much easier to simply clammer for 
revenge; or seek a scapegoat; or jeer and jab at my enemies. 
I’ll even sadly admit that is often easier to say “You Fool” in my heart than to say “I love 
you.” 
I especially struggle with holding grudges. 
Therefore, I know from personal experience that prioritizing reconciliation 
individually and making it a centerpiece in our collective life here at Second 
Church will indeed be much more of a marathon than a sprint. 
It will take learning new habits to engage others directly and honesty. 
It will take constant examination of the people and influences who are either shaping us 
towards good or evil. 
--For example, spending lots of time with those who enjoy gossiping and tearing down 
others will only sow similar patterns of cynicism and atrophy into our faith. 
--Being shaped by political rhetoric that spews hatred turns us away from desired 
postures of generosity and graciousness. 
--Romanticizing violence or celebrating instruments of destruction will affect us 
accordingly. 
On the other hand, we can allow God to shape us into a people of restoration through 
disciplines and prayer and a renewed commitment to things that bring unity, purity and 
peace in our relationships. 
Again, this will be more of a marathon than a sprint, but committing ourselves to such 
purposes is who we are and what we’ve been called to be as Christ’s own. 
This is true if we are out in the streets of Kiev this morning trying to decide if we should 
toss rocks or shoot protesters or curse the name of corrupt politicians. 
THis is true out in the playground of New Groningen School on Tuesday when a good 
friend asks you to join in mocking the awkward new kid. 
This is true in the coffee room at work when a coworker wants to share a racist joke or 
spread a demeaning slur. 
This is true at home when your impressionable kids are listening to how you talk about 
the neighbor you don’t like or watching what DVD you choose to watch or even how you 
talk to your spouse during a fight.   
One of the reasons that the Amish families in Lanscaster County were able to find ways 
to forgive something so huge and normally unforgivable is that they really do, as a 
church, prioritize such daily patterns of peace and love and patience. 
It didn’t just happen-- they practice forgiveness on big and small ways each and every 
day. 
Reconciliation never just happens. 
It has to be an intentional effort-- it has to be something at the heart and soul of our 
faith-- it has to be something we celebrate and cherish like when God runs down a dirt-
caked road to welcome home a prodigal son.   
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It doesn’t just happen but it can be shaped and formed within in us through intentionality 
and the gift of the Holy Spirit. 
In this regard, one of my dear friends from Trinity told me a story that she heard at a 
retreat in Houston. 
One of the speakers shared a story about Martin Luther King Jr, thick within the Civil 
Rights movement. 
This was a juncture when folks from within the movement were growing impatient by the 
pace of change (or lack, there of). 
While Martin Luther King stayed steadfast to his commitments towards a nonviolent 
transformation of society-- believing that love was the best way to subvert hatred-- 
others pushed him to consider a different kind of revolution; one with weapons, bombs 
and retribution. 
Let’s fight back, they were really saying, “An eye for an eye.” 
“Blood shed for blood being shed.” 
Again, King refused these means even if they produced the desired ends. 
One day, one of these voices desiring a more muscular revolution got up and literally 
punched King in the face.   
Bam. 
As you might guess, Martin didn’t punch back-- even to the end, he was committed to 
working towards a peaceful means of justice. 
But even more remarkable was someone’s observation that King never even raised his 
hands in defense. 
In other words, here was someone so shaped by the gospel, so committed to non-
violence, so formed by patterns of peaceful behavior and thoughts that even his muscle 
tissue had been transformed. 
Even his muscle tissue. 
That is what I’m talking about here at Second Church. 
To have even our muscle tissue of faith transformed by God’s call to reconciliation; 
To have forgiveness so ingrained into our gratitude that we don’t even raise our 
defenses; To be so excited for those daily moments of restoration that such joy 
becomes the very air that we breathe.   
----- 
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